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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION  

COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 2, 2024 

 

ATTENDANCE: Acting Chair: Aidee Nieves Council President; Eneida Martinez, Maria 

Valle; AmyMarie Vizzo-Paniccia  

  

OTHER: Scott Appleby, Director of Emergency Management & Homeland 

Security; Angelica Ojeda, Central Grants Office; Angel DePara, Public 

Facilities  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Council President Aidee Nieves, Acting Chair called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. There was 

a quorum present.  She reported that the Co-chairs were not present due to scheduling conflicts 

and primary voting taking place at this time.  

Council President Nieves reported that with the absence of the Co-chairs, she offered to chair 

today’s meeting. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO HAVE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

NIEVES APPOINTED AS CHAIR OF TODAY’S MEETING.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia noted that the meeting had started late due to the fact that the 

meeting was not on the calendar. 

 

Approval of Committee Minutes 

 

Approval of Committee Minutes: October 3, 2023 (Regular Meeting). 

           Approval of Committee Minutes: January 3, 2024 (Regular Meeting). 

  Approval of Committee Minutes:  February 13, 2024 (Regular Meeting). 

  

Council Member Valle asked to combine the minutes into one approval motion, but it was noted 

that those who had attended the meetings were not present. 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE MOVED TO TABLE APPROVAL OF THE 

MINUTES OF MEETINGS FROM OCTOBER 2023, JANUARY 2024 AND 

FEBRUARY 2024.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** THE MOTION TO TABLE THE MINUTESPASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

     

52-23 Grant Submission: re State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Services 

and Public Protection- Emergency Management Performance Grant (FY23-27).  

(Note: Item #52-23 can be found on the City of Bridgeport’s Website: Boards & 

Commissions; City Council; Meeting Minutes, Agendas & Notices; 2023-2024 

Full/Agenda Package; 2024-03-18.pdf) 

 

Mr. Scott Appleby presented the item and reviewed supporting documents to provide the project 

summary and description as follows: 

 

Project  Summary/Description:  

 

The City of Bridgeport is seeking funding available through a formula grant for reimbursement 

of Emergency Management services. Funds will be utilized to cover a portion of the salary and 

fringe of the Director of Emergency Management and the Special Projects Coordinator. This 

resolution is being requested to cover a 5-year period due to the purpose and allocation remining 

the same from year to year. 
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There was discussion on Homeland Security funds available for immigrants arriving in the 

Bridgeport.  Mr. Appleby explained that they will ask for more funding in the absence of FEMA 

funds and with a 44 increase of immigrants, there is a budget gap on top of the existing homeless 

issue. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO APPROVE ITEM 52-23 GRANT 

SUBMISSION: RE: STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF 

EMERGENCY SERVICES AND PUBLIC PROTECTION- EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT (FY23-27). 

RESOLUTION: 

 
** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** THE MOTION TO PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO ADD 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM TO THE AGENDA: 

 

 Resolution Regarding Sidewalk Repair Pilot Program 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Mr. Angel DePara of Public Facilities introduced the item and explained the process is being 

revamped and restructured to enable others to bid.  He referred to the supporting documentation 

and fielded questions and comments from Committee members regarding the vetting and 

application process.   

 

Mr. DePara explained that he has a dedicated email and his direct phone line is listed on the 

application paperwork and he has in-depth conversations with the applicants and walks them 

through every step of the process.  He added that the list is from 2023 of applicants that have 

gone through the vetting process.  

 

Council Member Valle asked for the totals on the lists, and Mr. DePara replied that he will 

provide the totals by email of the city costs for the list as attached.   
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** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO APPROVE ITEM 61-23  

RESOLUTION REGARDING SIDEWALK REPAIR PILOT PROGRAM. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE ITEM 61-23 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

**COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA MOVED TO ADJOURN. 

**COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

**THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


