











































































































































































































































































































City of Bridgeport, Connecticut
Office of the City Clerk

Co the Glity Gouncil of the Gity of SBridgeport.

The Committee on Public Safety and Transportation begs leave to
report; and recommends for adoption the following resolution:

[r—

+ RESOLUTION

Whereas, the nation, State of Connecticut (“State”) and City of Bridgeport (“City™)
are in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic; and

Whereas, the City is in need of additional COVID-19 state-of-the-art, fast turnaround
(i.e. 15-minute) virus testing equipment and supplies; and

Whereas, the State has been unable to provide adequate testing equipment and supplies
in a timely manner; and

Whereas, the City Administration proposes to purchase such much needed equipment
directly with City funds; and

Whereas, the City has appropriated funds available for such purpose; and
Whereas, such purchases would be eligible for federal FEMA reimbursement; and

Whereas, in response to COVID-19 virus, the U.S. Treasury Department and
Small Business Administration launched the unprecedented Paycheck Protection
Program; and

Whereas, The Paycheck Protection Program is saving millions of American jobs
" and helping small businesses get through this challenging time; and

Whereas, Because the schools have the most employees in the City at 2,600 and
20,000 students in virtual and in person learning for back to school, this was a major
spreader for COVID-19. Many schools that have opened have already locked back down
due to COVID-19 cases.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the City Council of the City of Bridgeport
hereby supports, and authorizes if and as necessary, the City Administration procuring
reasonable and necessary COVID-19 testing equipment directly with City funds, up to
the amount of appropriated funds available for such purpose.

Now, Therefore Be It Further Resolved, that the Bridgeport City Council hereby

urges, supports and authorizes if and as necessary, Mayor Ganim and the City
Administration to form a City of Bridgeport Covid-19 Task Force to advise, and assist
with the Mayor and the City’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and more
particularly to perform such duties and responsibilities as assigned by the Mayor, which

may include the following:
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® Represent the policy of the Mayor’s office in support of municipal emergency and
disaster relief response.

® Create local community outreach in accordance with the City of Bridgeport, State of
Connecticut and U.S. Federal national response framework for emergency disaster
response as prescribed by U.S. Department of Homeland security.

e Seek, monitor, and secure financial assistance from Federal, State and private
resources for the City of Bridgeport, as well as its small business community during the
COVID-19 pandemic throughout Bridgeport.

® Monitor, seek and ensure financial assistance to the City of Bridgeport and its small
business community throughout the COVID-19 pandemic in Bridgeport.

Now Therefore Be It Further Resolved, that an AD HOC “Covid 19 Task Force”
to consist of 9 members, 3 members of the Bridgeport City Council, chosen by the Council
President and ratified by the full city council. 2 members of the City administration,
chosen by the Mayor. The Director of Health, and the City of Bridgeport Director of
Emergency Management. The Superintendent or his/her designee and the Director of
Public Facilities or his/her designee

Now Therefore Be It Further Resolved, that the city is urged to work to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 virus within its municipal population via city-wide screening,
testing and tracing of virus and as the task force deems necessary, the use of the public
online portal: (e.g. www.test123.org Diagnostics to be provided by Yale Health Through
community partner,

Bridgeport Labs, both Bridgeport based non-profits) whereby Bridgeport City residents
may register online at www.test123.org receiving no cost screening, testing and tracing
of COVID-19 virus.
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION

Michelle A. Lyons, D-134th , Co-Chair Denese Taylor-Moye, D-131st, Co-Chair
Eneida L. Martinez, D-139th : Maria H. Pereira, D-138th
Maria Valle, D-137th . Mary McBride-Lee, D-135th

AmyMarie Vizzo-Paniccia, D-134th

City Council Date: September 8, 2020
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