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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CITY COUNCIL 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

APRIL 20, 2020 

This meeting was conducted by teleconference. 

 

***Due to the public health emergency, public speaking will be 

by written testimony only*** 

 

***Please submit written testimony to 

PublicTestimony@bridgeportct.gov 

by 6:30 p.m. on Monday. April 20, 2020 

 

The following testimony was received by the City for inclusion in the City’s Public Speaking 

portion of the April 20, 2020 Council Meeting. The items are included in no particular order.  
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Kevin Ayala, 333 State Street,  

Apt 702, Bridgeport, CT 06604 
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[This is part of a photograph that was included with Ms.  Marin’s comments.] 
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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2020 

 

7:00 P.M. 

 

The meeting was conducted by teleconference. 

 

Mayor Ganim called the meeting to order at 7:05 p. m. 

 

PRAYER 

 

Mayor Ganim asked Council Member Suliman to give an opening prayer.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Council Member Roman-Christy led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The City Clerk Lydia Martinez called the roll. 

 

130th District:  Scott Burns, Matthew McCarthy 

 131st District: Denese Taylor-Moye, Jorge Cruz 

 132nd District: Marcus Brown, M. Evette Brantley 

 133rd District: Michael DeFilippo, Jeanette Herron 

 134th District: Michelle Lyons, AmyMarie Vizzo-Paniccia 

 135th District: Rosalina Roman-Christy, Mary McBride-Lee 

136th District:  Alfredo Castillo, Avelino Silva 

 137th District: Maria Valle, Aidee Nieves 

138th District: Maria Pereira, Samia Suliman 

 139th District: Eneida Martinez, Ernest Newton 

 

A quorum was present. 

 

70-19    Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Making Certain Findings required to 

Reauthorize the Connecticut City and Town Development Act. 

 

Mayor Ganim stated that this item had been properly noticed.  He opened the public hearing on 

Agenda Item 70-19 Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Making Certain Findings required to 

Reauthorize the Connecticut City and Town Development Act at 7:10 p.m.   

 

Council Member Pereira said that she would like to make a motion.  Mayor Ganim reminded her 

that this was a public hearing.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she wished to speak about all of the items at one time so that 

she did not have to keep raising her hand. Mayor Ganim said that she could make her remarks 

regarding Agenda Item 70-19.   
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Council Member Pereira said that currently the Connecticut City and Town Development Act 

has expired.  She said that when they adopt the Act, it was important to understand once it is 

adopted, that Section B addresses the following 

 

(b) Each resolution adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be submitted 

to the electors of the municipality for their approval. Within fourteen days after the 

adoption of such resolution a copy of such resolution shall be published in a newspaper 

having a general circulation within the municipality in which such resolution was adopted 

together with a notice of the time that a referendum shall be held on the question of 

approval of such resolution.  

[Chapter 114 - Connecticut City and Town Development Act Section 7-485 - Required 

municipal findings and determination. Mandatory referendum. CT Gen Stat § 7-485 

(2015)] 

 

She stated that there were residents that were struggling to keep their homes and said that if this 

is adopted, this should be allowed to go to referendum.  

 

Mayor Ganim asked if anyone else wished to speak on the item. Mayor Ganim said that he was 

not able to see any additional raised hands. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that there was someone who wished to speak. Mr. Gaudett said that 

Ms. Helen Losak was trying to speak.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she would be making a motion to suspend the rules to speak 

on the Amphitheater.   

 

Mayor Ganim said that he did not see her hand up and would allow people to submit written 

testimony. Council Member Pereira objected. Mr. Gaudett said that he had just received a text 

informing him that Ms. Losak’s phone had died. Council Member Pereira objected. 

 

Mayor Ganim asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Council on this matter.   

 

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 70-19 Public Hearing re: 

Proposed Resolution Making Certain Findings required to Reauthorize the Connecticut City and 

Town Development Act at 7:15 p.m.  

 

71-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Connecticut City 

and Town Development Act. 

 

Mayor Ganim opened the hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Council Member Pereira said that Ms. Losak was 

texting her that her hand was up.  Council Member Pereira said that she did not understand why 

she was not being recognized. 

 

Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 71-19 Public Hearing re: Proposed 

Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Connecticut City and Town Development Act at 7:16 p.m. 

 

74-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and 

Town Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement – 306 Canfield Avenue). 

 

https://law.justia.com/citations.html
https://law.justia.com/citations.html
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Mayor Ganim opened the hearing at 7:16 p.m.  He said that he could see Ms. Losak’s raised 

hand and invited her to speak on the issues.  There was no response. 

 

Mayor Ganim asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Council on this matter.   

 

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 74-19   Public Hearing 

re: Proposed Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town Development Act 

(Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement – 306 Canfield Avenue) 

at 7:19 p.m. 

 

75-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement – 306 Canfield Avenue & Adjacent Properties. 

 

Mayor Ganim opened the hearing at 7:19 p.m.  Mr. Gaudett suggested that one of the problems 

might be that Ms. Losak did not have audio capabilities on her computer.  

 

Mr. Ganim said that Ms. Losak could submit written testimony if she wished to do so.  

 

Mayor Ganim asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Council on this matter.  

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 75-19   Public Hearing 

re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement – 306 Canfield 

Avenue & Adjacent Properties at 7:20 p.m. 

 

77-19 Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and 

Town Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement) – Congress Plaza. 

 

Mayor Ganim opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  He asked if there was anyone who wished 

to address the Council on this matter.   

 

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 77-19 Public Hearing re: 

Proposed Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town Development Act 

(Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement) – Congress Plaza at 7:21 

p.m. 

 

78-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement for the Congress Plaza Commons Redevelopment Project. 

 

Mayor Ganim opened the public hearing at 7:21 p.m.  He asked if there was anyone who wished 

to address the Council on this matter.   

 

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 78-19   Public Hearing 

re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement for the Congress 

Plaza Commons Redevelopment Project at 7:22 p.m. 

 

79-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and 

Town Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement – Civic Block). 
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Mayor Ganim opened the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.  Council Member Pereira said that she was 

with Ms. Losak of Bradley Street and that she was using Council Member Pereira’s phone.  

 

Ms. Losak stated that she was a long time Bridgeport resident, a property owner and a taxpayer.  

She said that she was opposed to any abatements for developers because the residents could not 

afford this.  The City needs to be wise with the money because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Mayor Ganim said that Ms. Losak’s comments should be applied to any item involving 

developer abatements.  

 

Mayor Ganim asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the Council on the item.   

 

Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 79-19   Public Hearing re: Proposed 

Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town Development Act (Precursor to 

Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement – Civic Block) at 7:24 p.m. 

  

80-19 Public Hearing re: Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development 

Agreement –Civic Block Redevelopment Project. 

 

Mayor Ganim opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m.  He asked if there was anyone who wished 

to address the Council on this matter.   

 

Hearing none, Mayor Ganim closed the public hearing on Agenda Item 80-19 Public Hearing re: 

Proposed Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement –Civic Block 

Redevelopment Project at 7:25 p.m. 

 

MINUTES FOR APPROVAL: 

 

 Approval of City Council Minutes: April 6, 2020 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON MOVED THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF 

APRIL 6, 2020.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES: APRIL 6, 2020 AS 

SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEES: 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ MOVED TO CONSOLIDATE THE 

FOLLOWING ITEMS TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEES: 

 

82-19            COMMUNICATION FROM FIRE DEPARTMENT RE: PROPOSED 

REQUEST BY THE FIRE CHIEF PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH C.G.S. §7-430 AND THEIR COLLECTIVE BARGAIN AGREEMENT, 

FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 834 THAT ROBERT WHITBREAD HAVING OR 

SOON TO ATTAIN THE AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OR MORE TO REMAIN 

EMPLOYED BY THE CITY FOR ANOTHER YEAR, REFERRED TO 

CONTRACTS COMMITTEE. 
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83-19   COMMUNICATION FROM MAYOR RE: APPOINTMENT OF ANDREA 

GARCIA TO THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS, REFERRED TO 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS COMMITTEE. 

 

86-19  COMMUNICATION FROM FINANCE RE: PROPOSED 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH BLUM SHAPIRO & 

COMPANY FOR FISCAL YEARS 2020-2022 RE: AUDITING SERVICES AND 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT PREPARATION, REFERRED TO CONTRACTS 

COMMITTEE. 

 

87-19 COMMUNICATION FROM CITY ATTORNEY RE: NOMINATION OF 

LISA MORRISSEY FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY’S HEALTH 

DIRECTOR POSITION, REFERRED TO CONTRACTS COMMITTEE. 

 

89-19 COMMUNICATION FROM CENTRAL GRANTS RE: GRANT 

SUBMISSION: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY 

ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 2020 COPS HIRING PROGRAM (#21200), 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

 

84-19 RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEREIRA RE: 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION THAT AN ORDINANCE BE DRAFTED 

REQUIRING THE ZONING DEPARTMENT TO FORWARD ALL ZONING & 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATIONS TO CITY COUNCIL 

MEMBERS, REFERRED TO ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

 

85-19 RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY COUNCIL MEMBER PEREIRA RE: 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION THAT AN ORDINANCE BE DRAFTED 

REGARDING BONDING AND LONG-TERM DEBT, REFERRED TO 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

MATTERS TO BE ACTED UPON (CONSENT CALENDAR): 

 

*53-19 Contracts Committee Report re: Assignment of Tax Liens for Fiscal Year 2020. 

  

*54-19 Contracts Committee Report re: Request by the Fire Chief Pursuant to and in 

accordance with C.G.S. §7-430 and their Collective Bargain Agreement, Fire Fighters 

Local 834 that Kevin Higgins having or soon to attain the age of sixty-five years or more to 

remain employed by the City for another year. 

  

*55-19 Contracts Committee Report re: Request by the Fire Chief Pursuant to and in 

accordance with C.G.S. §7-430 and their Collective Bargain Agreement, Fire Fighters 

Local 834 that Terence O’Connell having or soon to attain the age of sixty-five years or 

more to remain employed by the City for another year. 

  

*58-19 Contracts Committee Report re: Professional Services Agreement with NV5-

Connecticut, LLC for the creation of a Complete Streets Guide. 
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*81-19            Budget and Appropriations Committee Report re: Resolution regarding 

Council Action on Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 7S relating to Collection of 

Property Taxes. 

  

*79 -19           Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development 

and Environment Report re: Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town 

Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement – 

Civic Block). 

 

 

Mayor Ganim asked if there was any Council Member who would like to remove an item from 

the Consent Calendar. Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia requested Agenda Items 55-19, 54-19, 

and 77-19 be removed from the Consent Calendar.  Another Council Member requested that 79-

19 also be removed.  

 

The City Clerk then read the remaining items into the record.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY MOVED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS AS THE 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 

*53-19       CONTRACTS COMMITTEE REPORT RE: ASSIGNMENT OF 

TAX LIENS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020. 

 

  

*58-19   CONTRACTS COMMITTEE REPORT RE: PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NV5-CONNECTICUT, LLC FOR THE 

CREATION OF A COMPLETE STREETS GUIDE. 

 

*81-19      BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT RE: 

RESOLUTION REGARDING COUNCIL ACTION ON GOVERNOR LAMONT’S 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 7S RELATING TO COLLECTION OF PROPERTY 

TAXES. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED. 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

54-19   Contracts Committee Report re: Request by the Fire Chief Pursuant to and in 

accordance with C.G.S. §7-430 and their Collective Bargain Agreement, Fire Fighters 

Local 834 that Kevin Higgins having or soon to attain the age of sixty-five years or more to 

remain employed by the City for another year. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 54-19. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that as with similar previous items, she was opposing this 

without prejudice due to the age involved.  

 

Council Member Valle said that she would be voting no on this item.   
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Council Member Lyons said that she would be voting no on this item.  

 

Council Member Roman-Christy said that she would be voting no on this item. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that under the Connecticut General Statutes, the City has the right 

to turn this down, but Chief Thode had said that there was a memo in the contract that did not the 

Council to turn this down.   

 

Council Member Newton said that this had been in the Firefighter’s Union contract and he was 

informed that the Council was told they should approve it, so they did not appear to be 

discriminating against the older firefighters.  He said that the place to discuss this would be in the 

Contracts Committee.  

 

** THE MOTION  TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 54-19 CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 

REPORT RE: REQUEST BY THE FIRE CHIEF PURSUANT TO AND IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH C.G.S. §7-430 AND THEIR COLLECTIVE BARGAIN 

AGREEMENT, FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 834 THAT KEVIN HIGGINS HAVING OR 

SOON TO ATTAIN THE AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OR MORE TO REMAIN 

EMPLOYED BY THE CITY FOR ANOTHER YEAR PASSED WITH SIXTEEN (16) IN 

FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, 

HERRON, DEFILIPPO, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, NIEVES, PEREIRA, 

SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND FOUR (4) OPPOSED (LYONS, ROMAN-

CHRISTY, VALLE AND VIZZO-PANICCIA). 

 

55-19   Contracts Committee Report re: Request by the Fire Chief Pursuant to and in 

accordance with C.G.S. §7-430 and their Collective Bargain Agreement, Fire Fighters 

Local 834 that Terence O’Connell having or soon to attain the age of sixty-five years or 

more to remain employed by the City for another year. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 55-19   

CONTRACTS COMMITTEE REPORT RE: REQUEST BY THE FIRE CHIEF 

PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH C.G.S. §7-430 AND THEIR 

COLLECTIVE BARGAIN AGREEMENT, FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 834 THAT 

TERENCE O’CONNELL HAVING OR SOON TO ATTAIN THE AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE 

YEARS OR MORE TO REMAIN EMPLOYED BY THE CITY FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that in previous items, she was opposing this without 

prejudice due to the age involved. 

 

** THE MOTION  TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 55-19   CONTRACTS COMMITTEE 

REPORT RE: REQUEST BY THE FIRE CHIEF PURSUANT TO AND IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH C.G.S. §7-430 AND THEIR COLLECTIVE BARGAIN 

AGREEMENT, FIRE FIGHTERS LOCAL 834 THAT TERENCE O’CONNELL 

HAVING OR SOON TO ATTAIN THE AGE OF SIXTY-FIVE YEARS OR MORE TO 

REMAIN EMPLOYED BY THE CITY FOR ANOTHER YEAR PASSED WITH 

SIXTEEN (16) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, 

BRANTLEY, HERRON, DEFILIPPO, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, NIEVES, 

PEREIRA, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND FOUR (4) OPPOSED 

(LYONS, ROMAN-CHRISTY, VALLE AND VIZZO-PANICCIA). 
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79 -19     Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town 

Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement – 

Civic Block). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 79-19 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION MAKING 

FINDINGS PER CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT 

(PRECURSOR TO CONSIDERATION OF TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT – CIVIC BLOCK). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PEREIRA SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that if anyone deserved to have housing, it was the East End, 

However, she was opposed to the act because it talks about “all housing”  She said that originally 

there had been dozens of housing units in the plan, but now there were none. Bridgeport needs 

safe, clean, affordable housing for low income residents and residents with disabilities. 

 

Council Member Newton clarified the plans for the City Block.  He said that there was a housing 

component.  They wanted to have housing on top of the commercial businesses.  OPED said that 

it would take too long and instead some old abandoned housing on the East End would be 

replaced for seniors [inaudible] affordable housing, senior housing and co-ops along Stratford 

Avenue.  

 

Council Member Brantley said that she would like to echo what Council Member Newton said 

and they have been patiently waiting for this project.  They would be remiss if housing was not 

included in this item.  There were some hold ups on Newfield and she requested her fellow 

Council Members to support this.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM AGENDA ITEM 79 -19  JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION MAKING 

FINDINGS PER CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT 

(PRECURSOR TO CONSIDERATION OF TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT – CIVIC BLOCK) PASSED WITH EIGHTEEN (18) IN FAVOR (BURNS, 

MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, MCBRIDE-LEE, VALLE, CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, 

SILVA, NIEVES, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND TWO (2) OPPOSED 

(PEREIRA AND VIZZO-PANICCIA). 

 

MATTERS TO BE ACTED UPON: 

 

12-19  Ordinance Committee Report re: Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances, 

Chapter 2.06 – Common Council, amend to add New Section 2.06.070 – Office of 

Legislative Services, DENIED. 

 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT NIEVES MOVED TO REJECT THE COMMITTEE 

REPORT AND APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 12-19 ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
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CHAPTER 2.06 – COMMON COUNCIL, AMEND TO ADD NEW SECTION 2.06.070 – 

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that she had concerns about this.  Council Member Pereira asked if 

Council President Nieves read the item correctly.   

 

Council President Nieves said that she had mis-read the item.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that the item had failed in the Ordinance Committee on February 

24th and placed back on the Agenda on March 30th.  Council Member Pereira reported that 

Council Member Brown announced this was an error.  It appears on the April 6th agenda and a 

public hearing was scheduled.  Council Member Brown stated that the City Council President 

has the right to place any item that she wants on the agenda.   

 

Council Member Pereira stressed that when the three items were approved in Committee on 

February 24th, they were presented to full City Council on April 6th, but the one item that failed 

was not included.  There was a motion made to hold a Public Hearing despite the fact that the 

Ordinance Committee made no such decision.   

 

Council Member Pereira said that she totally opposes this for several reasons.  The City was 

adding positions while the Board of Education has had to reduce almost 300 positions and made 

40 million dollars in cuts during the last five years.  She stated that this administration and the 

City Council had only increased the BOE budget by 0.49%. This is not even 1%. Council 

Member Pereira said that she did not understand why they would be able to increase the City 

Staff by creating an entire Legislative Office when the Council has the City Clerk’s Office. 

There is a part-time City Clerk, a full time Deputy City Clerk, along with two full time staff 

members and Mr. Boyer, who does nothing but serves the needs of the City Council.  She stated 

she did not believe that the Council needed to create another entity.  

 

Council Member Brown stated that she had asked Council Member Brown what the cost of the 

new position with be with the salary and the fringe benefits but had not received an answer. She 

said that the taxpayers did not want to see another layer of City bureaucracy in the City 

government. She stated that she would be opposing this.  

 

Council Member Valle noted that it was in the preliminary stages and will be discussed in detail 

later on. When these conversations begin, if and when this happens, the leadership will identify 

five or seven individuals to interview the candidates. 

 

Council Member Newton said that Bridgeport had always been behind.  In a legislative group, 

Hartford and New Haven have a staff that deals directly with the Council Members. Bridgeport 

does not have that. It is time to organize and get the kind of staff that they need.  It is time to 

move to the 21st Century.  

 

** THE MOTION MOVED TO REJECT THE COMMITTEE REPORT AND APPROVE 

AGENDA ITEM 12-19  ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO 

THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2.06 – COMMON COUNCIL, 

AMEND TO ADD NEW SECTION 2.06.070 – OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

PASSED WITH NINETEEN (19) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-

MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, DEFILIPPO, LYONS, 
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ROMAN-CHRISTY, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, VALLE, NIEVES, 

SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED (PEREIRA). 

 

70-19       Ordinance Committee Report re: Resolution Making Certain Findings required 

to Reauthorize the Connecticut City and Town Development Act, DENIED. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN MOVED TO REJECT THE COMMITTEE’S 

DECISION AND APPROVE AGENDA 70-19 ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

RE: RESOLUTION MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS REQUIRED TO REAUTHORIZE 

THE CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that the Connecticut City and Town Development had expired and 

must be adopted every five years.  She said that the City does not need more housing but needs 

affordable housing and housing for those with physical disabilities along with veterans.  None of 

that is addressed in this item.  She stated that Section B states that the Council can take this to a 

referendum of voters so the voters can decide if they want all this development in the 

community.  She said that the voters had decided that the Council Members were brilliant when 

they cast their votes for them in November and hope that the voters would continue to think their 

representatives were brilliant in a referendum when the property owners are paying 100% of 

their tax bills while the developers are getting a tax break while making a profits.   

 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH NINETEEN (19) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, 

CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, ROMAN-CHRISTY, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, 

VALLE, NIEVES, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(PEREIRA). 

 

71-19      Ordinance Committee Report re: Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Connecticut 

City and Town Development Act. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN MOVED TO APPROVE 71-19 ORDINANCE 

COMMITTEE REPORT RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF 

CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH NINETEEN (19) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, 

CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, ROMAN-CHRISTY, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, 

VALLE, NIEVES, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(PEREIRA). 

 

74 -19   Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town 

Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement – 

306 Canfield Avenue). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 74 -19   JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION MAKING 

FINDINGS PER CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT 
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(PRECURSOR TO CONSIDERATION OF TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT – 306 CANFIELD AVENUE). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Burns said he had spoken on this matter before and felt it was an excellent 

project for Black Rock. This will replace the Showcase Theaters and fill up a vacant shell. He 

said that the Black Rock NRZ was supporting this and it would provide 300 residential units. He 

reviewed the tax revenue generated and said that it would increase the Grand list.  This is a $70 

million dollar project.  

  

Council Member Pereira said that the Connecticut City and Town Development Act speaks 

about the private development as referenced in Sec. 7-485. Required municipal findings and 

determination. Mandatory referendum where conditions of “conditions of blight and 

deterioration exist in the municipality; (3) private enterprise is not meeting such need for 

housing, employment, and the reduction of blight and deterioration.” and mentioned that this was 

prime real estate.  She said that the developer will pay $8 million in taxes over the period of 12 

years, but the City will lose $6 million in tax revenue over the same period.  She went on to give 

the details and pointed out that the tenants would be able to use the public services such as 

police, fire, public parks and schools. Regardless of the mill rate or the real estate value, the 

developer will be protected from any increase for the length of the agreement.   

 

Council Member Brantley asked Council Member Burns if Mr. Coleman had addressed the 

concern regarding if the residential building was not fully occupied, he would still be responsible 

for the full tax burden.  

 

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH NINETEEN (19) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, 

CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, ROMAN-CHRISTY, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, 

VALLE, NIEVES, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(PEREIRA). 

 

75-19    Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement 

– 306 Canfield Avenue & Adjacent Properties. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON MOVED AGENDA ITEM 75-19 JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING A TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT – 306 

CANFIELD AVENUE & ADJACENT PROPERTIES. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED WITH NINETEEN (19) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, 

CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, ROMAN-CHRISTY, MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, SILVA, 

VALLE, NIEVES, SULIMAN, NEWTON AND MARTINEZ) AND ONE (1) OPPOSED 

(PEREIRA). 

 

76-19   Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: First Amendment to the Facility Development and Operating 

Agreement dated as of December 2017 with Harbor Yard Amphitheater, LLC. 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY MOVED AGENDA ITEM 76-19   JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 

FACILITY DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT DATED AS OF 

DECEMBER 2017 WITH HARBOR YARD AMPHITHEATER, LLC. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that during the past week, this has been a hectic and hot topic.  He 

said that he supports this project 100% because the South End and Downtown needs an infusion 

of business.  He said that his NRZ was supporting this project to move it forward. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that she wished to make a motion to have the public speak about 

this item. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PEREIRA MOVED TO ALLOW THE PUBLIC TO BE HEAR 

ON AGENDA ITEM 76-19   JOINT COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: FIRST 

AMENDMENT TO THE FACILITY DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATING 

AGREEMENT DATED AS OF DECEMBER 2017 WITH HARBOR YARD 

AMPHITHEATER, LLC. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO ALLOW THE PUBLIC TO BE HEAR ON AGENDA ITEM 76-19   

JOINT COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 

FACILITY DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT DATED AS OF 

DECEMBER 2017 WITH HARBOR YARD AMPHITHEATER, LLC FAILED TO PASS 

WITH EIGHT (8) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, DEFILIPPO, LYONS, 

PEREIRA, MARTINEZ AND SULIMAN) AND TWELVE (12) OPPOSED (TAYLOR-

MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, MCBRIDE-LEE, 

CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, SILVA, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE AND 

NEWTON)  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she wanted a roll call vote.   

 

Council Member Pereira said that she had received a confidential memorandum from Terry 

O’Connor regarding the sale of suits that would not be part of the ticket sales. 

 

Council Member Brantley said that was what takes place in arena and that they should compare 

what other boxes go for and these should not be discussed in a public forum. 

 

Council Member Herron said that she was disappointed in what was being discussed in the last 

38 to 48 hours.  She said that when she gets information, she shares it with her members.  The 

Co-chairs need to set an example and go back to the table to think about their behavior and how 

it reflects on the Council Members. The recent behavior has been appalling. She said that she 

was disappointed and disheartened.  Yes, there is a pandemic and a crisis, but they still have to 

move the City forward. This is Bridgeport’s future.  Nationally they make money and provide 

revenue.  

 

Council Member Taylor-Moye said that in the last few weeks regarding the Amphitheaters the 

discussion was quite heated.  She said that people were not concerned with what was happening 
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with COVID-19 for the city residents. They need the jobs and need to keep the development 

going.  People need to work. The Council can’t keep saying no they don’t want this or that 

developer, because the City will end up with nothing.  She asked what the game plan was and 

what those who were opposed had to replace the Amphitheater.  If the Council does not approve 

some of these projects, Bridgeport will always be on the losing end.  

 

Council Member Newton said that he had seen something happen in the City that he had not seen 

in a long time.  Character assassination was wrong. People have been looking to see where Mr. 

Saffan’s cars were registered or where he lives.  Council Member Newton said that word travels 

and developers will not want to develop anything in Bridgeport. Each Council Member has the 

right to vote against the project if they don’t like it, but they don’t have the right to attack people. 

 

Council Member Lyons said that she did not have a problem with the project but did have a 

problem with the finances.  She said that she had gotten a number of phone calls about this. 

Based on those calls, she’s going to have to vote no because of her constituents. They are 

concerned about their taxes.  

 

Council Member McCarthy said that they were representing the people and he was ashamed that 

they were not letting the people speak.  He said that he was for the project but against allocating 

more money to this project.  The developer has already invested $15 million in the project and he 

would not be walking away from the project.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that when the contract was originally presented, she was 

against this because of the terms set.  She said that the partners in original agreement had said 

that they would not need more money. Because of the financial issues, she would be voting no.  

 

Council President Nieves said that she had been spending a lot of time fielding questions and 

correcting misinformation.  Four years ago, the City had bonded for downtown projects.  She 

said that she did not believe that the City had done their part on maintaining this facility and the 

lessee had not maintained the building.  There were other poor decisions made. She pointed out 

that Mr. Saffan and Live Nation could not pack up the stadium and move it up Route 8.  She said 

that the tribes were not going to bring a casino to Bridgeport.  The building still belongs to the 

City. The $4.5 million is just a reallocation of money that was already bonded four years ago. 

They have to invest in themselves to be better.  Yes, it will cost, but this is needed. 

 

Council Member Brown said that there were great points raised on both sides.  After weighting 

both sides, he said that he felt he would be voting for it.  He said that the City was already paying 

debt service on the money.  The amphitheater will give a return on investment for the City.  

Ultimately this is a public/private partnership.  One could re-allocate the money to sidewalks and 

streetscapes, but that won’t generate revenue.  At the end of the day, Mr. Saffan can’t take the 

seats, the elevators and the stadium home with him.  Those items will remain with the City.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 76-19   JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE FACILITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT DATED AS OF DECEMBER 2017 

WITH HARBOR YARD AMPHITHEATER, LLC FAILED TO PASS WITH THIRTEEN 

(13) IN FAVOR  (CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, 

MCBRIDE-LEE, CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, SILVA, CASTILLO, NIEVES, 



 

                                                                                                                                 Page 22 

VALLE, SULIMAN AND NEWTON) and SEVEN (7) OPPOSED (BURNS, MCCARTHY, 

DEFILIPPO, LYONS, VIZZO-PANICCIA, PEREIRA, AND MARTINEZ) . 

 

77-19   Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Making Findings Per Connecticut City and Town 

Development Act (Precursor to Consideration of Tax Incentive Development Agreement) – 

Congress Plaza. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED AGENDA ITEM 77-19   JOINT COMMITTEE 

ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION MAKING FINDINGS PER 

CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT (PRECURSOR TO 

CONSIDERATION OF TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT) – 

CONGRESS PLAZA. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she had reviewed the agreement, it would be built downtown 

and it will have a total of 92 units that include single bedrooms, two bedrooms and three 

bedroom unites with 10 ADA accessible units. OPED estimates that the developer will pay only 

$1 million in taxes over the 10-year duration of the PILOT.  She said that city will lose $1, 

894,000 in tax revenue during that time. Again, her constituents will be footing the bill and her 

district includes the second largest taxpayer in all of Bridgeport. They don’t get tax breaks but 

are still required to pay all of their bills.  She said that she will be voting no on this issue.  

 

Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that when it originally was presented, there was a 

discussion that there would be no additional funding from the City.  Because the developer is 

now asking for additional funding, she would be voting no.  

 

Council Member Lyons said that she agreed with Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia and noted 

that there were a number of empty stores downtown except for a few loyal developers.  This is 

all based on tax abatements.  When the tax abatements expire, the developers come back and ask 

for more.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM  77-19   JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION MAKING FINDINGS PER 

CONNECTICUT CITY AND TOWN DEVELOPMENT ACT (PRECURSOR TO 

CONSIDERATION OF TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT) – 

CONGRESS PLAZA PASSED WITH SEVENTEEN (17) IN FAVOR (BURNS, 

MCCARTHY, TAYLOR-MOYE, CRUZ, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, MCBRIDE-

LEE, CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, SILVA, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, 

SULIMAN AND NEWTON) AND THREE (3) OPPOSED (VIZZO-PANICCIA, PEREIRA 

AND LYONS). 

 

78-19   Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement 

for the Congress Plaza Commons Redevelopment Project. 

 

 ** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ MOVED AGENDA ITEM 78-19 JOINT COMMITTEE 

ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
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ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TAX INCENTIVE 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE CONGRESS PLAZA COMMONS 

REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 78-19 JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TAX INCENTIVE 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE CONGRESS PLAZA COMMONS 

REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT PASSED WITH SEVENTEEN (17) IN FAVOR (BURNS, 

MCCARTHY, TAYLOR-MOYE, CRUZ, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, MCBRIDE-

LEE, CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, SILVA, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, 

SULIMAN AND NEWTON) AND THREE (3) OPPOSED (VIZZO-PANICCIA, PEREIRA 

AND LYONS). 

 

80-19   Joint Committee on Contracts and Economic and Community Development and 

Environment Report re: Resolution Authorizing a Tax Incentive Development Agreement 

–Civic Block Redevelopment Project. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 80-19   

JOINT COMMITTEE ON CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING A TAX INCENTIVE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT –CIVIC 

BLOCK REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that they had moved the agreement extensively.  This will be on 

Stratford Avenue, the East End and there would not be any housing. The project will have 

34,000 square feet and will include 16,000 square feet for a desperately needed grocery store, the 

potential of a pharmacy, a health facility and other items.  This area of the City needs 

development.  She then reviewed the details of the PILOT agreement which will run for 15 years 

with the first three years without any tax payments.  She said that the 15-year term was too long 

and asked how many Bridgeport residents had lost their homes to the WPCA over that period. 

This is why she cannot support it.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 80-19   JOINT COMMITTEE ON 

CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENVIRONMENT REPORT RE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TAX INCENTIVE 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT –CIVIC BLOCK REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

PASSED WITH EIGHTEEN (18) IN FAVOR (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-

MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, DEFILIPPO, LYONS, MCBRIDE-LEE, 

CASTILLO, ROMAN-CHRISTY, SILVA, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SULIMAN 

AND NEWTON) AND TWO (2) OPPOSED (PEREIRA AND VIZZO-PANICCIA). 

 

Council Member Newton said that he had tried to articulate [inaudible] For people to say that the 

developer was trying to change the culture of the community, they need to come to the district to 

see the affordable housing, the senior community and the co-operative housing.  People who 

don’t live there don’t know what is happening there.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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59-19     Ordinance Committee Report re: Amendment to the Municipal Code of 

Ordinances, Title 2 – Administration and Personnel, amend to add New Chapter 2.125 – 

Trust Act Enforcement. 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN MOVED AGENDA ITEM 59-19 ORDINANCE 

COMMITTEE REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, TITLE 2 – ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, AMEND TO ADD 

NEW CHAPTER 2.125 – TRUST ACT ENFORCEMENT. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER MCBRIDE-LEE SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Lyons said that she had received a letter from the City Attorney which 

recommended that the Council should confer with the Police Chief Perez about this legislation.  

He cautioned them about the scope of federal grants that might be placed at risk with the 

Department of Justice JAG funding.  

 

Council Member Lyons said that there had been a discussion in Washington, D.C. about issues in 

New Haven.  She asked the Council to consider the impact of this on another Agenda Item that 

was being referred to Public Safety.  It will also be important to consider what the City Attorney 

is recommending.  

 

Council Member Lyons recommended that the Council table this item so they can be sure no one 

will be impacted on either side of this issue. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that she was at the Committee meeting and Atty. Anastasi had 

given his view.  She said that President Trump and his administration had threatened any 

municipality that did not cooperate with ICE by withholding federal funding. This has gone 

through several different courts and the Second Circuit Court, which is the area that Connecticut 

is located in, ruled that the Trump Administration could withhold Bridgeport Police funding if 

there is a lack of cooperation with ICE.   

 

Council Member Pereira said that she supports the immigrant community but had asked Atty. 

Anastasi for clarification about whether there had been a request for a stay of the rule pending 

appeal.  They are still waiting for an answer. 

 

She also asked Atty. Anastasi if anyone had consulted with Chief Perez and his administration 

because this directly impacts the Bridgeport Police Department.  It is important to know exactly 

how much funding could be at risk if the Trust Act is adopted.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that this also requires documentation to be provided in the five top 

spoken languages in the City. The Board of Education is required to do this because it is a 

Federal requirement and the cost is enormous.   The BOE has to hire an outside company and 

they charge per word.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she had asked all these questions in Committee and had been 

promised that they would have answers.  But they don’t have a single answer to a single question 

that was asked in Committee.  

 

Council Member Cruz said that he wanted to say that he was sick and tired of the scare tactics 

for the immigrant population. They are here to have a decent life and aren’t bothering anyone.  

From a sense of compassion, the Council needs to stand up and protect these people. These are 
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all minorities.  Regardless of what the President says, the City needs to protect the people from 

the ICE bullies.  It makes him sick to his stomach to hear this discussion about ICE coming in to 

harass these people. 

 

Council Member Lyons said that she was the co-chair of Public Safety.  She said that she was 

not talking about ICE, but the financial aspect. She made a motion and mentioned having it 

tabled.  She reiterated that any application to the DOJ could be at risk. This could hurt the Police 

Department.  Council Member Cruz said that it was discrimination.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 59-19 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 2 – ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, AMEND 

TO ADD NEW CHAPTER 2.125 – TRUST ACT ENFORCEMENT. 

 

Council Member Pereira said that the motion should be to postpone this matter to the next 

Council meeting.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM 59-19  ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 

2 – ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, AMEND TO ADD NEW CHAPTER 2.125 – 

TRUST ACT ENFORCEMENT FAILED TO PASS WITH FOUR (4) IN FAVOR 

(DEFILIPPO, LYONS, VIZZO-PANICCIA AND PEREIRA) AND SIXTEEN (16) 

OPPOSED (BURNS, MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, 

HERRON, MCBRIDE-LEE, ROMAN-CHRISTY, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SILVA, 

SULIMAN, MARTINEZ, AND NEWTON). 

 

Council Member Brantley said that the President had been making this threat since he was 

elected. She said that the State was moving forward with giving these individuals their drivers 

licenses and many of them are waiting for their citizenship to be processed.  

 

Council Member McBride-Lee said that they have to respect the law.  Her sister is in Africa and 

she has to return to the US to renew her citizenship.  If something is not broken, it should not be 

fixed.  If the individuals are legitimate, they can stay, but if not, they have to find a way to 

become legitimate.  

 

Council Member Newton said that New Haven was a Sanctuary City and he had not heard that 

they lost any funding for their police.  He said that they should vote on this to let people know 

they appreciate the immigrants being here.  

 

Council Member Burns said that this was an enforcement of the State Trust Act and anything 

that they can do to mitigate ICE to keep families together is the right thing to do.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 59-19 ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

REPORT RE: AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF ORDINANCES, TITLE 

2 – ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL, AMEND TO ADD NEW CHAPTER 2.125 – 

TRUST ACT ENFORCEMENT PASSED WITH SIXTEEN (16) IN FAVOR (BURNS, 

MCCARTHY, CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, ROMAN-

CHRISTY, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SILVA, PEREIRA, SULIMAN, MARTINEZ, 
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AND NEWTON) AND FOUR (4) OPPOSED (VIZZO-PANICCIA, LYONS, MCBRIDE-

LEE AND DEFILIPPO).  

 

Mayor Ganim said that there were two items that were requested to be introduced from the floor.  

 

**COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES IN ORDER TO 

ADD THE FOLLOWING TWO ITEMS TO THE AGENDA: 

 

 57-19    PROPOSED FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS  

2021-2025 (CAPITAL PLAN DISCUSSION RE: PUBLIC FACILITIES) AS 

AMENDED 

 61-19              PROPOSED APPROVAL OF GENERAL OBLIGATION  

BONDS – TO FUND CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

(REF. #43-19). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

 

** THE MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES IN ORDER TO ADD THE TWO ITEMS 

TO THE AGENDA PASSED WITH SIXTEEN (16) IN FAVOR (BURNS, CRUZ, 

TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, VIZZO-PANICCIA, LYONS, 

MCBRIDE-LEE ROMAN-CHRISTY, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SILVA, 

SULIMAN, MARTINEZ, AND NEWTON) AND FOUR (4) OPPOSED (MCCARTHY, 

DEFILIPPO, PEREIRA, AND MARTINEZ** ).  

 

 (** Due to technical difficulties, Council Member Martinez wasn't online when the vote was 

taken and later stated to the Mayor and all others in attendance that she was opposed.) 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 57-19 PROPOSED FIVE-

YEAR CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2021-2025 (CAPITAL PLAN 

DISCUSSION RE: PUBLIC FACILITIES). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER HERRON SECONDED. 

 

Council Member Pereira repeated that the Bond Counsel had a significant conflict and she was 

concerned about her constituents.  

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 57-19 PROPOSED FIVE-YEAR 

CAPITAL PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2021-2025 (CAPITAL PLAN DISCUSSION RE: 

PUBLIC FACILITIES) PASSED WITH FOURTEEN (14) IN FAVOR (CRUZ, TAYLOR-

MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, MCBRIDE-LEE, ROMAN-CHRISTY, 

CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SILVA, SULIMAN, MARTINEZ, AND NEWTON) AND 

SIX (6) OPPOSED (VIZZO-PANICCIA, MCCARTHY, DEFILIPPO, BURNS, PEREIRA 

AND LYONS). 

 

61-19   Proposed Approval of General Obligation Bonds – To Fund Certain Capital 

Improvement Projects (Ref. #43-19). 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BURNS MOVED AGENDA ITEM 61-19 PROPOSED 

APPROVAL OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS – TO FUND CERTAIN CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (REF. #43-19). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED. 
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Council Member Burns said that the item had captured a lot of energy and attention.  There were 

obstacles that arose over the past few years.  The problems were only brought to the Council in 

the last month.  If the Council had been apprised of the issues earlier, he believes that much of 

the rancor would have been mitigated.   

 

Council Member Pereira said that the City of Bridgeport currently has $600 million in bonded 

debt.  This will affect the seniors and the debt services costs the City $4 million dollars a year.  

This is not good for taxpayers.   

 

** THE MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 61-19   PROPOSED APPROVAL OF 

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS – TO FUND CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECTS (REF. #43-19) PASSED WITH FOURTEEN (14) IN FAVOR (BURNS, 

CRUZ, TAYLOR-MOYE, BROWN, BRANTLEY, HERRON, MCBRIDE-LEE, ROMAN-

CHRISTY, CASTILLO, NIEVES, VALLE, SILVA, SULIMAN, AND NEWTON) AND 

SIX (6)OPPOSED ( VIZZO-PANICCIA, LYONS, PEREIRA, MCCARTHY, DEFILIPPO, 

AND MARTINEZ). 

 

Council Member Castillo said that he would like to refer an item from the floor to Committee. 

Council Member Pereira objected because it was not on the Agenda.  Council Member Castillo 

said that he wanted to refer to Committee from the floor.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO ADD AN 

ITEM FOR REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE REGARDING THE FUNDING FOR 

COVID-19 TESTING.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER NEWTON SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO MOVED TO REFER THE ITEM REGARDING 

FUNDING FOR COVID-19 TESTING TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE.  

**COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. (ITEM #90-19) 

 

ITEMS FOR IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION: 

 

88-19 Communication from OPED re: Proposed Resolution regarding Substantial 

Amendment to the 2019-2020 Program Year 45 Annual Action Plan: Emergency Solutions 

Grant (ESG) and Housing Opportunities for People Living with Aids (HOPWA), FOR 

IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION. 

 

Council Member Herron said that everyone who had a conflict with this would have to leave the 

meeting.  She said that this would be $300,000 allotment from the Federal Government.  

 

The following Council Members remained:  

Council Member Herron, Council Member Pereira,  

Council Member McCarthy, Council Member Suliman, 

Council Member Castillo, Council Member Silva,  

Council Member McBride-Lee 

 

Council Member Pereira questioned the process and stated that this was a public meeting.  

Council Member Herron said that this was the protocol and the other Council Members had 
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identified areas of potential conflicts of interest.   Council Member Vizzo-Paniccia said that she 

did not have a conflict of interest.  

 

Council Member Herron asked Ms. Milta Feliciano and Mr. Coleman to speak on this item.  Ms. 

Feliciano said that this was funding specific to the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and 

Housing Opportunities for People Living with Aids (HOPWA).  This also includes rapid re-

housing and emergency housing.  She reviewed the amounts with the Committee members and 

those present.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that they would have to vote for 2/3rd to add it to the agenda.  

Council Member McBride-Lee pointed out that this was for Immediate Consideration. Council 

Member Herron said that this was the process and they need to follow the protocol.   

 

Atty. Anastasi gave a brief overview.  Mayor Ganim announced that they need to have a simple 

majority.  

 

Council Member Pereira said that she had a question about the second whereas it speaks about 

reprogramming funding from previously approved activities that did not advance. She wished to 

know what activities were being unfunded.  Ms. Feliciano explained that there were different 

agencies that did not use all their funding.  The excess funds are put into a line item and now the 

Committee was being asked for permission to re-purpose all that money to other groups.  Right 

now, the top priorities are the Emergency Shelter and Emergency Assistance.  

 

Ms. Feliciano said that this was funding from different agencies that did not use all of its 

allocation.  She said this was a request for permission to use the excessive funding to use for the 

Emergency Solution and the Housing Opportunities.  Council Member Herron said that the 

funding would also be used by the various agencies to help those who had become homeless.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 88-19 

COMMUNICATION FROM OPED RE:  RE: PROPOSED RESOLUTION REGARDING 

SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT TO THE 2019-2020 PROGRAM YEAR 45 ANNUAL 

ACTION PLAN: EMERGENCY SOLUTIONS GRANT (ESG) AND HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH AIDS (HOPWA). 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER CASTILLO MOVED TO ADJOURN.  

** COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ SECONDED.  

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Telesco Secretarial Services 

 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































   CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

  999 Broad Street 
Bridgeport, CT 06604-4328 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

April 20, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable City Council  
     of the City of Bridgeport 
City Hall 
45 Lyon Terrace 
Bridgeport, CT 06604 
 
Re:  No. 59-19 Resolution re: Proposed Amendment to the Municipal Code of Ordinances,  
        Title 2 – Administration and Personnel, amend to add New Chapter 2.125 – Trust Act 
        Enforcement 
 
Dear Honorable Council Members: 

Pursuant to Bridgeport Charter, Chapter 5, Section 9 (c), the Office of the City Attorney has 
reviewed the above-referenced proposed ordinance for form and legality; and respectfully 
submits the below comments, recommendations, suggested edits and opinions. 

Chapter 2.125.10 – CT Trust Act 

• Prior to voting on this proposed legislation, the City Council should confer with Chief of 
Police Armando J. Perez and his staff concerning the relevant current practices and 
procedures in the Bridgeport Police Department; and the impact ordinance #59-19 would 
be anticipated to have on the department’s operations and interaction with other law 
enforcement agencies. 

 
• Prior to voting on this proposed legislation, it is recommended that the City Council 

confer with the City’s Police Department and/or Office of Central Grants to determine 
the scope/amount of federal grant funding that will be placed “at risk” as a result of 
adoption of local legislation that may be deemed by the U.S. Department of Justice to be 
contrary to federal law, causing the City (and its Police Department) to be determined 
ineligible for Justice Department grant funding (i.e. JAG grants). 

              

CITY ATTORNEY 
R. Christopher Meyer 

  
DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY 

John P. Bohannon, Jr. 
 

ASSOCIATE CITY ATTORNEYS 
Michael C. Jankovsky 
Richard G. Kascak, Jr. 

Bruce L. Levin 
John R. Mitola 

Lawrence A. Ouellette, Jr. 
Tyisha S. Toms 

Lisa R. Trachtenburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEYS 
Dina A. Scalo 

Eroll V. Skyers 
 
 

Telephone (203) 576-7647 
Facsimile (203)576-8252 

 



Via email this date, Central Grants Director Isolina DeJesus has provided the following 
preliminary input:  

“The annual JAG allocation is approximately $170K however, all Department of Justice 
Grants require certification of compliance with 8 U.S.C.  This includes State of 
Connecticut grants issued to the city that are funded by the Department of Justice.  

The city is currently receiving COPS Hiring funds which expire in August.  In addition, 
we just executed a Gun Violence Prevention grant award with the State Office and Policy 
of Policy and Management which is funded by their JAG grant contract. The state has 
issued $50,000 to the city to date for this initiative, which covers overtime for the gang 
task force to conduct increased patrol, investigation and surveillance in Trumbull 
Gardens, Greene Homes, PT and a 5-block area in the East End.  I’m pretty certain that 
the $497K in supplemental JAG funds issued for Coronavirus response will require 8 
U.S.C. compliance certification.   

Again, any pending or future applications to the Department of Justice may be “at risk” if 
deemed out of compliance with 8 U.S.C.” 

• It is recommended that this item be TABLED until the current legal dispute between the 
U.S. Department of Justice (“Department”) and various States and local jurisdictions 
concerning the legality of the ongoing efforts of the Department to withhold federal grant 
funding from entities that fail to comply with federal law mandating information sharing 
and other cooperation with federal law enforcement agencies.   

 
As you likely are aware, there are conflicting rulings in the various federal circuits 
regarding this issue.  Most recently, the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals (whose jurisdiction 
includes the State of Connecticut) ruled that the Justice Department was within its legal 
rights to withhold such funding from non-cooperating entities.   

 
This legal issue will not be finally resolved until either the U.S. Supreme Court rules on 
the subject, or a new federal Administration comes to power and reverses the current 
policy and practice.  Therefore, if this ordinance is adopted at this time without the 
amendments recommended herein, the City and Police Department (at a minimum for the 
near term) will be exposed to loss of JAG grant funding. 

 
Until then, enactment of this proposed ordinance likely will materially increase the City’s 
exposure to being deemed ineligible for Justice Department federal funds either directly 
or distributed through the State of Connecticut.   

 
• Section 2.125.010 A. - the following language should be added to the end of this section: 

“, provided to do so is in accordance with federal law or court order.” 
 

• Section 2.125.010 B. – the following language should be added to the end of this section: 
“, provided doing so does not violate federal law.” 

 



• Section 2.125.010 C. – this section should be deleted, as it is outside the scope of 
employment for the Bridgeport Police Department to assist individuals with respect to 
visa applications. 

2.125.020 – Non-Discrimination and Inclusion in City Services  

• Section 2.125.020 A. - appears to be legally proper and sufficient for adoption. 
 

• Section 2.125.020 B. – it is recommended that the following language be added to the 
end of this section: “unless required by state or federal law, regulation, directive or court 
order.” 

 
• Section 2.125.020 C. – it is recommended that the following language be added to the 

start of this section: “Subject to available funding”. 

 

Very truly yours,                                                                                                                                       
Mark T. Anastasi /s/                                                                                                                                        
Mark T. Anastasi, Esq. 

Cc:  Mayor Joseph P. Ganim 
      Lydia Martinez, City Clerk 
      Frances Ortis, Asst. City Clerk 
      Armando J. Perez, Chief of Police 
      R. Christopher Meyer, City Attorney 
      John P. Bohannon, Jr., Deputy City Atty. 
      John R. Mitola, Assoc. City Atty. 
      Richard G. Kascak, Jr., Assoc. City Atty. 
      Isolina DeJesus, Dir. Central Grants 
      Janine Hawkins, CAO 
      Daniel Shamas, Chief of Staff 
      Thomas Gaudett, Mayor’s Office 
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Exhibit A 

Bonding Authorizations 

 
 
 
Project Descriptions 

FY2021 Adopted 
Capital Plan Projects 

  
BOARD OF EDUCATION:  
  
Cesar Batalla School - Replace Ice Storage System with Chiller $   850,000 
Jettie Tisdale School - Replace Ice Storage System with Chiller  1,000,000 
  
TOTAL BOARD OF EDUCATION: $1,850,000 
scot  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  
  
City Building Rehabilitation – Amphitheater Building $4,500,000 
Seaview Ave. Corridor/Waterfront Projects (City Match)      90,000 
  
TOTAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: $4,590,000 
  
PUBLIC FACILITIES:  
  
Chopsey Hill Road Bridge Design (City Match) $250,000 
Woodrow Avenue Bridge Design (City Match) 200,000 
Beardsley Park Entrance/Noble Ave. Roundabout Design (City Match) 200,000 
Citywide Bridges Engineering Assessment   250,000 
  
TOTAL PUBLIC FACILITIES: $900,000 
  
TOTAL ALL DEPARTMENTS: $7,340,000 
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