

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CITY OF BRIDGEPORT
BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 10, 2019

ATTENDANCE:  Maria Zambrano Viggiano, Co-Chair; Denese Taylor-Moye, Co-Chair;
Nessah Smith, Council President Aidee Nieves; Council Member
Christina Smith. Michael Defilippo

OTHERS: Council Member Karen Jackson, Ken Flatto, Finance Director; Constance
Vickers, Legislative Affairs Director; Veronica Jones, Tax Collector;

Bernd Tardy, Acting City Purchasing Agent

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Zambrano Viggiano called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. A quorum was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of Committee Minutes: May 13, 2019 (Regular Meeting); May 2, 2019 (Public
Hearing); April 29, 2019; April 30, 2019; May 1, 2019; May 2, 2019 & May 4, 2019 (Special
Budget Hearings).

** COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING
MINUTES:

MAY 13, 2019 (REGULAR MEETING); MAY 2, 2019 (PUBLIC HEARING);
APRIL 29, 2019; APRIL 30, 2019; MAY 1, 2019; MAY 2, 2019 & MAY 4, 2019
(SPECIAL BUDGET HEARINGS).

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT NIEVES SECONDED.
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

36-18 Proposed resolution requesting the General Assembly to enhance collection of
Remote or E-commerce Sales Taxes.

Ms. Constance Vickers, the Legislative Affairs Director came forward and said that this was a
State tax and was included in the budget. Council member Jackson had asked about whether
there was a charge for Uber, but Ms. Vickers said she was not sure. She added that the regressive
tax will affect Bridgeport residents more.

Council Member Jackson said that she would like to withdraw the item.

*# COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE MOVED TO WITHDRAW AGENDA ITEM
36-18 AT THE REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON, WHO SUBMITTED IT.
** COUNCIL MEMBER N. SMITH SECONDED.
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** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

** COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE MOVED TO HEAR AGENDA ITEM 85-18
NEXT.

* COUNCIL MEMBER N. SMITH SECONDED.

* THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

85-18 Municipal Suspense Tax Book.

Ms. Veronica Jones, the Tax Collector, came forward and said that she had a list of accounts
that are no longer collectible because the individuals are either deceased, bankrupt or cannot be
found. Mr. Flatto said that if they locate an individual, they do try to collect. The statute of
limitations is 15 years. Council member N. Smith asked if the City could give these items to an
outside agency. Ms. Jones said that the City does refer these to an outside agency.

* COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE MOVED TO APPROVE AGENDA ITEM 85-
18 MUNICIPAL SUSPENSE TAX BOOK.

** COUNCIL MEMBER N. SMITH SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

197-17  Proposed resolution requesting the Purchasing Director to provide the City
Council with reports required under the purchasing ordinance.

Mr. Flatto said that the City has been reviewing the Purchasing Ordinances during the last few
months to make sure the department is working more efficiently. Mr. Flatto said that when an
item does not fit into a clear category, or there are purchases that are over $1,000, the
requirements have been changed. There were also some issues with change orders. The staff
involved with purchases has been trained on the new procedures. There has already been some
very positive feedback from the staff.

Mr. Tardy said that they had revised the forms and were tracking purchases carefully.

* COUNCIL MEMBER N. SMITH MOVED TO ENTER THE DOCUMENTS TITLED
NOTIFICATION OF PURCHASE ORDER ADJUSTMENT OR CHANGE # AS
EXHIBIT #06-10-2019-01

** COUNCIL MEMBER TAYLOR-MOYE SECONDED.

** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Flatto reviewed the details of the percentage range. Council Member Nieves pointed out
that the ceiling for additional required documentation was listed as $1,000 on the form but they
had said it was $1,500. Mr. Flatto explained that the CAO had changed the amount. It will be
changed on the form.

The Committee then reviewed the new form for Qualified Purchases, which is the second form in
the packet. Mr. Flatto said that there was a misunderstanding about the need for three quotes.
He said that there have been times when a vendor can't do the job, but if they submit a statement
that they can't do the job, it will count as a valid quote. Discussion followed.
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