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The past couple of years have been very difficult for small 

businesses. I commend all the city of Bridgeport’s business 

owners that have navigated through these uncertain times. 

As the world finds its way back to normalcy, we are 

dedicated to the growth, wellness, and sustainability of the 

small business community.  We are here to help you in any 

way that we can. Small Business is the engine of our 

economy, and we will do all we can to keep that engine 

running.  

Fred Gee, Jr 

  Director 

  Small & Minority Business Resource Center 

  Office (203)576-8473 

  Direct (203)696-3400 

  Mobile (203) 767-3067 

  Fred.Gee@Bridgeportct.gov 
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Employee Retention Credit 

What is it? 

The ERC is a federal payroll tax credit for payroll tax periods 

in 2020 & 2021. In most cases, tax credits reduce the total 

amount of taxes owed. In the case of ERC not only does it 

reduce your taxes owed, but if your taxes owed are reduced 

to zero you are entitled to compensation above and beyond 

your original tax liability. 

If your business has previously filed 2020 and 2021 payroll 

taxes, you can retroactively claim the ERC to reduce your 

tax debt and where applicable receive a surplus credit, 

which can result in a cash refund. 

  

For more information, to check eligibility, and to apply,  

Click the link below. 

 

 

EMPLOYEE RETENTION CREDIT LINK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Southport Contracting Inc. 

 

 

United Transpo Depo 

"100% Proving to Keep you Moving” 

 

https://app.ercspecialists.com/?fpr=rich59
https://unitedtranspodepo.wixsite.com/website
https://unitedtranspodepo.wixsite.com/website
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FINANCE 

Below are a few links for small business 

funding. You can also Google any of these 

sources for more information.  The business 

Loans section below offers options for soft 

credit-check options so that it won’t affect 

your credit. Don’t forget to register for your    

D-U-N-S Number. Need help? Call /email me.  

*These are NOT City-Based Opportunities* 

BUSINESS LOANS 

1) ROK FINANCIAL (SOFT CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/creditplug-funding 

 2) NATIONAL BUSINESS CAPITAL (SOFT 

CREDIT CHECK) - https://tinyurl.com/ax4zrnaz  

3) SOUTHEND CAPITAL (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/550-FICO-LOAN  

4) MULLIGAN FUNDING (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/CREDITPLUG-Mullig...  

5) ARF FINANCIAL (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/ARF-FINANCIAL-CRE... 

 6) SMART BIZ LOANS (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/Smart-Biz-Loans  

7) UPLYFT CAPITAL (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/uplyft-capital-cp  

8) GUIDANT FINANCIAL (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://www.gfprequal.com/creditplug  

9) Sellers Funding (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/CREDITPLUG-SF 

 

GRANTS 

CT Small Business Boost Fund 

CT Small Business Grants 

Small Business Grants for Women in CT 

201 CT Small Business Grants 

 

BUSINESS CREDIT 

1) TILLFUL CARD (NO SSN REQUIRED!) - 

https://tinyurl.com/tillful-biz-card  

1) $250,000 Line of Credit (SOFT CREDIT CHECK) 

- https://tinyurl.com/fast-cap-360-BLOC  

2)Fundbox (SOFT CREDIT CHECK )- 

https://tinyurl.com/FUNDBOX-600-FICO  

3) Divvy (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/59kfh95d  

4) Revenued (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/revenued-flex-line  

5) Capital-on-Tap (SOFT CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/Creditplug-capita...  

6) CORPAY (REPORTS TO D&B) 

- https://tinyurl.com/corpay-mastercard  

7) IDEA Financial (NO CREDIT CHECK) -

https://tinyurl.com/idea-financial  

8) Ramp (NO CREDIT CHECK)- 

https://tinyurl.com/Ramp-Visa-No-PG  

 

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa1IzTDV3Wkh2V1V5YlF0UzUwMERmTHJVSVVlUXxBQ3Jtc0tuWE9nMUJKRGItX09EUGF5dVBFbklhVDBOclZLbko3czQwTjNFV0JBZGgydlh3Y3l2Q3NPSThHUVNEM3JIanR4X24xTnBMVjlYb3FEaEtMeHA2NGlTRkMwVUxvVE9sblplS1U2WXNCSmpXMDhVTHVObw&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fcreditplug-funding&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbGdIQ1h0OVBUazZaSDhoTVE2ampSMjRnY05TQXxBQ3Jtc0tuX3QwWHBRRGJISUVvYmIwckZqMEotLUNISnk0clBHRzFTX0JPR1ZvaTJjdURPWkIyTWtGek1DTkozdDNHVFVFRUUyaXhid1UtRzJ2cGZjUHM3Q1RONUgyLVQ0VkZGQnRqdF83U3JEeEhWUG5MTlN1RQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fax4zrnaz&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbDlzLVhsRTBhLUxwWkh6RmpXTGFFUHhCT3pJUXxBQ3Jtc0tsZHRaNDR0TTNUT1hCRGFRMXRScVhvdmpZS0hoU3VSMEo4OE9kUWxQT3RoZVlqcWNvVnBIcDhhV1FNMUw3bVp0X3YtWGQtcGlFeXdtdzFTM1pja0FWUjF5N21Hc1FnUUhjT3FxSDdTOUswb1lwck04aw&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F550-FICO-LOAN&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa182MkZlTGF2Q05aa1NaanZLQVo1NVVwcnktQXxBQ3Jtc0ttVWRqaUtXWks4SmVZdDE0SW9pZHhDb1hialU1a2k2UGNTNmxaZ21ORk5TclVkZXp1cDJoREVYNHpSLVItN0xOVS16Nm1pc3JXV0lvRnNEV3NuX050ZHItaTFxLUNKa240WWV5TmljbmZPejdoRVl5MA&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCREDITPLUG-MulliganFunding&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbGt6QlBXLXJTNUtudkR6dUtFNy12TDlYWHprQXxBQ3Jtc0tsYklsaUs4VDZOZnRseG12N2RuSFkzQzg4a0RYUlRBN3lLN3VyYXZralpUVER3RkVsV3VURy1seU1OWjVCQWZ0akE0SUFkM1pYV1F0d0NXRlZEdGFUbEZrV0IweDU5TUtLWjRuckpUYzFjMC1CSThmTQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FARF-FINANCIAL-CREDITPLUG&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbVhfX3NsU01IY0RYZmtFWmVUMmwzS04wNXY1Z3xBQ3Jtc0tuN0taMzlPT01udnhsMjA5ZGJaUkRmMXdrVnBIS21RTW85T0VERHZKNkFyVEVUSVZQTnFkLTZRQ1hHb2tMT3NrbmIxMFpRZVBzUXd0dVNvT1JZMDZrOVByaFlqM3JDbDJtdm1mUDBzTHF6RzZzNjhkSQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FSmart-Biz-Loans&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbF9jT190NlpRMVMzTWJSbFZVN1ZrR2twb2JTUXxBQ3Jtc0tuZk0xM0xQOUR5cGI4dG03U0hjT2tweGJ5eHZHZnZyaEZ5SGJhck5IWk1yU1ZKd0Z3T0dFbGhWbnVMUmNrUmZTZlBLVEl5M0pldEtLdFBYOGhCVUZiQWlEY2RzLVBWSmNUeVpVbkxSaUZ2WXd6U3V6TQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fuplyft-capital-cp&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbDFlT2VicUFZN29ncjFjdmZWZDBRQ0p2enB0Z3xBQ3Jtc0tuYlZ0SWVUZFBVakdWQTFPak05T3JSbVk3VmIySmxSRFcxdldKc1ZHVDB2SkUxMmtXSEtkV1BfRkcxaTQ1UG44X1FvZGRpVjU1TnF0NENhbEc4M1l4VXEyM3dZQW9MRHdwWVl1Q19pRHJUUk5SUXFsSQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gfprequal.com%2Fcreditplug&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqblV2WDJCRFFrS19TTXVBXzJfbFlTSi1INm8xd3xBQ3Jtc0tuc2NxLW1DTlc0MVpDSTR5SGZjS3RNLU1aaERtUTBSN2Z4My1hZFYyM1NjVzEzSlh3NnMzZ1JIX3FlSkM0Zmo2R3ExOW51SE1WOXVOQy03Z2NWbTJQU3BmVHp4T0ltVDYtdUZNNnhXT3JORE4tV28zRQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCREDITPLUG-SF&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Business-Development/05_Funding_Opportunities/Connecticut-Small-Business-Boost-Fund
https://www.usgrants.org/connecticut/small-business-grants
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/free-grant-tips-connecticut/
https://connecticut.grantwatch.com/cat/13/small-business-grants.html
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbXdfVW0yT2xGS2Nkb0hUcmVuMWJkZTc3VnYzZ3xBQ3Jtc0tseU5jSmI3SmF2VkhsZWNZTDQwYmFWMUppU1F6ZTBpUzJzRXlhSlRCN3BGVTRvU0pwS1gzQVc5OG11WjZsaEs5TEtGSTRybHZ1TndPaFRwUHBTOTJPaTRqNjRmalZtY2xjUnBmbDNYX0tTYmRhbDBncw&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Ftillful-biz-card&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa01Ld0JTZl9iam9HeGFhblM1U2tBeUwwU2lYQXxBQ3Jtc0trU041amN4TnhqWUFhbU1KYjFKTEpHaGxHVS15TWE1bUFmd2g5dWlyUHlZUDNzaTFGelM0dG13bUNQbTl4UW5zazBRc1plQndFdmRYaW1pQS1QLXBXTllabmVOTHNDelNzSDZxQnNxV2VnRTl3TDJSWQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Ffast-cap-360-BLOC&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbVhYZ3htbUk2WDkzSHljUkdpMjR3U0pMYVJXZ3xBQ3Jtc0tsaUtmTzYyMm9HbzZLRzFuTFBKUERSN1Z5SXFnOVBJTjZoZUozdmRoYXY0LTFoV3lndUtVYm5FRU1RS3VsbUpreks0YUJxSEJPS21NeGthNi1jdU13aUNlcGRvOGZlWXZ2MGNUcy1oR1ZSeUNhb0Rxdw&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FFUNDBOX-600-FICO&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbjB6T0V5TUFRcXpJc2dXU1FlNEJBa2NyTG0yQXxBQ3Jtc0ttZFdDUjBwVEFvVXRMelFVOWluMzBLVUFYSk5XaHJfNkJIVEM4ejJqbmtSNE9ERzZUdkEtWlBpQnRvcVNCMzZTSTJfU0Z2Q251N3NDVVVoR3M1VzNkWjgxZm5EbzFFTmJKT0xqSWxTY0d5ZXN2UGg0MA&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F59kfh95d&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbVRnNDNHVUJzWFMxRmh2Wmd0V0hKZWJid3k2UXxBQ3Jtc0ttOTRESEdPRUpobkxYckoxTklNOEk1Y2RYbFl0dWhPTnc0cW1lY2hxZEE4cjNBbEdhMEdhYXVfSl9XSF9MdmNNbkxJTkNlQWZBc3I5NzhMUkFnY2k1MGtjZHFqekNxWFk4SDl1MGZSMkZXdG5ELXRFVQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Frevenued-flex-line&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbVJ1aXVyeW5JXzFkSGN1YUozcUhrMzFCRkd3UXxBQ3Jtc0tsNXR0VWw3ZE5YOVcyYVJydjZWQUozV3BKcFlWYTQ3ZEdlRjc2UVFGRWtHd3VILXV5bDgwOUt0clJFRFNkRVFLTUtVZU9GSm5HenlaTllzTXdkU1U5MFF6dWs1bW03SWJvWjN3dFEwaVFjc3RPbk13Yw&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCreditplug-capitalontap&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbFdKeEhMMGp2Q3RtUmNvUUhTWlViSHpuX0k2Z3xBQ3Jtc0tsU2s0NlZZc0NHem9CVFRVOWQ1WEVxeHBPX21FRThMa3VDYXBjNk1MUzFNQmRzM1piSWU1b25aQ002a2F2ZGV5VWs4bmNZNGdGUUExQTVqOGZUYTNjZ0x6R1A5Q3ROblVCQkU4c3pwZ0ZiQjJmcVhpMA&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fcorpay-mastercard&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbFlzTW1DSUthbjQ2STNJWElscmhYcTNlVWpPQXxBQ3Jtc0ttRi1VTUhGaDRLOHdrWFF2RGwxZ3Npbm8xU3c1RDZGVWZOek1hTDJMS1p6UThhWEs3ZmlVUmc2ZWg3Skh3NHpmbTZ3bXRJMlNna2lETlNscEx0Wm1CY21sUk5BbjBvY25VV3NBcXZiTVJqckxKVUhFUQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fidea-financial&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbDF1TldZTUo3NHZXb0dvQnRmaGZUS0lzbm5jZ3xBQ3Jtc0tuN0gzS2I3WnpoOUJVZUF5bkt4aklCdGJ5TWMzUUxsZGhTR2lPcDlNSEZrNHF3cEpKdnA4SjY3cUF1Umh3ZENXWTdSNEVMNGJMNEdpSDlfVzFuMGNacERmOW8xdTJLRGhYcE8wM054RUEtbmRkOG1ISQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FRamp-Visa-No-PG&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
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FINANCE (cont.) 

9) Brex (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/CREDITPLUG-Brex  

10) Torpago (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/torpago  

11) Karat Card (NO CREDIT CHECK) - 

https://tinyurl.com/CREDITPLUG-karat 

 12) AtoB Gas Card (NO SSN REQUIRED!) - 

https://tinyurl.com/2935hw3h 

 

 Funding is essential at times to maintain your business. 

One thing you always want to be aware of is your credit. 

Often, brand new business owners will have to rely on 

their personal because they don’t have business credit 

established.  I recommend downloading some useful 

apps to help monitor and keep track of your personal 

credit. 

 

 

 

 

My FICO  Experian 

 

There are numerous other apps and websites you can 

use, these ae just some that I found that are accurate 

and free. They, as well as most others, also have a 

paid membership option as well.  

Let me know what you use 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbDZxRVhMRzNUa2g5bHlXYUNEMy1SYVlrZ0NHd3xBQ3Jtc0trQUYwZzc0TUx6ZmNVbkdwS0xVTDVlN1pCTVdJWlNIUlJjdjhfMFZSdnl5eTFmS3NXOUhQeTJsdzExOEpDcTJ5ZWl5RjVNT2c5N0NWblpkOUVZTmpJbjdtSVdfN2dKak9tS3YtR1BXTGNyYWVhZ1g5MA&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCREDITPLUG-Brex&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbElXVjVpMnpmekJyTXdFdjlXVlUybzBFNFRvQXxBQ3Jtc0ttaVkzaXBkWDRKUUZLaG9ZeXZnUk9IRVBydzVRSGhtRU83NFlLR0p3WXVwMmh3SjJTN29OSTNDdDZ0MWhCRDVBcHByTmJJekg4bzNwNGtWRG5qNFlwU0FGbE1WV21hVFdFaElCSFJ0YTFFcThxNXAzRQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Ftorpago&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqazhEMDI3WTM1UXVrYzFhejlYdE4yLU15RjZVd3xBQ3Jtc0ttMTEyQ2MwZkFiVEFMV3BrUEtpUEtyQTJPbHZHWlFSZDV0ZlhFdklYRDl0MmNOT0tlUVBzcnNaU3NYWlpGcS1QR01fSmFzZHQxbFpHRF9JNkRtc3dFWlBGR29PWmY1aWwxaTEzZEQyMHZsZXZoZGtMQQ&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCREDITPLUG-karat&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbTktWTZMT3RnWE5QS3otbGVZN1ByT1BBbnhzUXxBQ3Jtc0ttNjB5UFdCdjFUdDV0cmZsdE9LRzdobkJrd2FuanltV1ZxYkhfbzI1SFBjUkRFZk13SWJfa19KN1BXMkdxMDh1bjdsS1QxWXF2N1VST0l5OURKNU9aVHdnZmJDZ2M2NTBVOUhmMTIxc2JHNW9QQnRBNA&q=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2935hw3h&v=lMYK7ewy2Vg
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DID YOU KNOW? 

You are one of the 346,950 (give or take) businesses located in the state of 

Connecticut?  

70% of small businesses are owned by a single person. 

Small businesses employ 57% of the country’s private workforce. 

Small businesses pay 44% of U.S. Payroll 

The 77 million people that make up the US small business workforce would rank as the 

17th most populous country in the world, just ahead of Iran 

It takes just 6 days to start a business in the US, compared to a whopping 38 days in 

China 

And it costs 6x as much to start a business in India than in the US 

Only 50% of businesses survive five years -- though most (70%) hit the two-year mark 

Immigrants make up 12.5% of small business owners nationwide 

Small businesses create 13x more patents per employee than large patenting 

companies 

One third of small businesses rely on credit for financing 

Only 2% of small businesses are franchises -- most (54%) are home-based 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!! 

 

 

 


