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About the Stratfield Historic District

The Stratfield Historic District was established when a public hearing of all affected property owners was held on February 6, 1991 and a two thirds majority voted in favor
of the district. The District is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Consisting of 280 structures, the Stratfield Historic District is the best preserved historic
area in Bridgeport, and the only district in which Commission membership is restricted to owners of property within the District. It is named after the Colonial era farming
village of Stratfield and features some of the city’s most distinguished examples of various architectural styles from periods ranging form the 1840s to the 1930s.

Benefits of living in an historic district Stratfield Historic District Boundary Map

e Tax credits: Property owners in the Stratfield Historic District are eligible for /
the state’s Historic Homes Tax Credit, which can provide tax credits for up to 30%
of renovation and restoration costs (both interior and exterior) in excess of $25,000.

* Property value: Economic studies have consistently shown that properties
located in historic districts appreciate at a higher rate, and maintain their value
better than properties that are not located in historic districts. Why? Certainty
N 1

creates value in real estate. Buyers are attracted to an area because of its historic
character, and the knowledge that it will stay that way.

* Stability: There is a lower rate of owner turnover in neighborhoods designated
as historic districts. This stability creates strong, supportive communities that are

family-friendly and provide a high quality of life. | | L W
* Strong sense of place: Unlike anonymous, maze-like suburban developments, ] - ‘

historic districts feature a genuine sense of place and homes with unique character.

* Craftsmanship: Many historic homes were built with a level of craftsmanship ‘ ‘ ‘

and attention to detail that are simply irreplaceable in today’s market, at any price.

36 Brooklawn Avenue 528 Clinton Avenue 100 Sterling Place



What 1s a Certificate of Appropriateness, and when is it needed ?

Before making any exterior alterations (including demolitions, new construction or changes to design, materials or in some cases landscape elements such as fencing and walkways
of existing buildings) that will be visible from the street, property owners within the District must obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness. A Certificate of Appropriateness is also
required to obtain a building permit within the District. It certifies that any planned changes are in keeping with the character of the specific property and the District as a whole,

and have been reviewed and approved by the Stratfield Historic District Commission.

Property owners who are planning modifications to their buildings and/or landscape are encouraged to discuss their plans with members of the Historic District Commission
before applying for a Certificate of Appropriateness. Commissioners may be able to make recommendations that will speed the approval process. The use or installation of
certain non-historic materials, such as vinyl siding, or destruction of unique historic details is not permitted and will constitute a violation that may subject the owner to

penalties and/or replacement.

How to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness:

The process of obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness is relatively simple, but
does require some time and effort on the part of the property owner. If you are
working with an architect or contractor, they can assist you with your application,
and can even accompany you or represent you at the hearing.

1. Obtain an application form. Contact the Historic District Commission
Administrator at (203) 576-7222. Or you may download the form from the City’s web
site at http.//www.ci.bridgeport.ct.us.

2. Fill out the form as completely and accurately as possible. |deally, take
photos of the property and the features that you are planning to change or repair,
and attach a sketch or rendering that shows what the completed project will look
like. You should also provide information about the products and materials (siding,
windows, doors, roofing, paving materials, etc.) that will be used in your project.

3. Submit your application. Return three copies of the completed application,
along with all supporting documentation, to Mr. William Minor. He will add your
project to the next scheduled hearing.

4. Attend the hearing. You may bring your contractor, architect or agent to the
hearing, or you can choose to have them represent you. The commissioners will
review your application and ask questions.

5. Notification of the Commission’s decision. The commissioners will discuss
your application and notify you of their decision. If your project is approved, you will
be issued a Certificate of Appropriateness that is valid for one year from date of
issuance. In some cases, the commission may choose not to approve a project or

to approve with certain specific conditions. You will be advised as to the reasons
for their decision and given advice on what you need to change in order to

obtain approval.

6. Proceed with your project. Upon approval, you can obtain a building permit (if
necessary) and commence work on your project. The Certificate of Appropriateness is
valid for one year from date of issue. Extensions may be granted at the discretion of

the Commission. No additional hearing is required.

7. Be sure to adhere to approved specifications. Property owners are
required by law to comply with the conditions of the Certificate of Appropriateness.
Any change of plans or materials will require a new hearing, and proceding without
approval will place the property in violation and the owner subject to penalties.



Helpful Resources for Historic Homeowners

LOCAL

Stratfield Historic District Association (SHDA)

The Stratfield Historic District Association is a non profit organization of property
owners and residents of the Stratfield Historic District. The organization is committed
to preservation of property values and the quality of life within the District.

Bridgeport Public Library — Historical Collections
http.//www.bridgeportpubliclibrary.org/HC/default.php

Mary Witkowski, Head of the Historical Collections, is also Bridgeport's official
historian and an advocate of historic preservation. Mary and her staffers can help you
locate Information on the history of your property and the people who lived there!

STATE

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation
http.//www.cttrust.org

The Connecticut Trust's mission is to preserve the character and ensure the vitality
of Connecticut’s historically significant places. Through education, advocacy, collabo-
ration and support, the Trust assists residents and community organizations through-
out the state to preserve, protect, and revitalize Connecticut’s historically significant
communities.

Connecticut Trust Circuit Riders
This program, a partnership between the Connecticut Trust and the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, provides direct, hands-on preservation expertise and small
planning grants to communities throughout the state.
Brad Schide Gregory Farmer
(860-463-0193) (203-464-7380)

Charles C. Shanner Memorial Fund for Historic Homes
Administered by the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, this fund provides
free expert consultations to help low to moderate income home owners in local

historic districts find solutions that preserve the historic character of their homes.

Connecticut Preservation Action
http.//www.preservationaction.org/states/ct-stateprofile.htm

Preservation Action seeks to make historic preservation a national priority by
advocating to all branches of the federal government for sound preservation policy
and programs through an empowered grassroots constituency.

State Hastoric Preservation Office
Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism
Historic Preservation and Museum Division

59 South Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Phone: 860-566-3005 Fax: 860-566-5078

State Historic Homes Rehabilitation Tax Credits
http.//www.cultureandtourism.org

Provides a thirty percent tax credit, up to $30,000 per dwelling unit, for
rehabilitation of 1-4 family buildings in targeted areas. At least one of the housing
units must be owner-occupied for five years. Call 860-566-3005 ext 317.

NATIONAL

National Trust for Historic Preservation
http:;//www.nationaltrust.org

The National Trust champions preservation by providing leadership, education,
advocacy, and resources to people working to preserve, improve and enjoy the
places that matter to them.

735 Clinton Avenue

68 Blackman Place
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