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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 
PUBLIC SAFETY and TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2011 

6:00 PM 

 
 

ATTENDANCE: Council members: Brannelly; Co-chair, Lyons; Co-chair,  
M. Ayala 

 
NON-COMMITTEE:  Council President McCarthy (sat in to make a quorum) 
 
     

Co-chair Brannelly called the meeting to order at 6:16 pm. 

 

Approval of Committee Minutes: July 6, 20011 

 
** COUNCIL MEMBER M. AYALA MOVED TO ACCEPT THE 

MINUTES 
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
113-10 Request for the Abandonment of Ocean Place and Anthony 

Street Associated with the Improvements to Longfellow 
Elementary School.  

Mike Nidoh, City Planning Director stated there were a number of schools being 
developed. He explained that this renovation will be for a five-hundred (500) student 
school – per the plan contained in the packet showing the color layout. He went on to 
explain that the school will be located near Anthony Street that is a paper street and 
where the Cal Ripken field will be and in proximity to Ocean Place. He pointed out that 
there is a triangular portion that is part of a playground near an abandoned street. He 
said he was petitioning for the complete abandonment of Anthony Street and Ocean 
Place, which makes up the triangular piece of property. He relayed that the playground 
will remain, but it isn’t part of the school. There will be fence of different heights around 
the entire property. He commented that this is a long needed renovation to the school. 
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He also relayed that they were looking to make all the bus drops internal – the 
committee members acknowledged their support of this plan. 
 
Co-chair Lyons commented that the project will help the school out as well as the 
students. 
 
Mr. Nidoh updated that they got the park board to waive their rights to give the property 
to the city – per the documents submitted. They also received an 8-24 Referral approval 
from the Planning & Zoning Commission and approvals for other related documents 
required. 
 
  
** COUNCIL MEMBER BONNEY MOVED TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED 
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
*Consent calendar 
 
Council member McCarthy asked if a public hearing was required. Mr. Nidoh 
relayed that he thought a public hearing was required. 
 
** COUNCIL MEMBER McCARTHY MOVED TO SCHEDULE A PUBLIC 

HEARING OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE PRIOR TO THE NEXT SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2011 

** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

115-10 Reappointment of Thomas A. Lyons (D) to the Police 
Commission. 

It was stated that Co-chair Lyons would recuse from the discussion and vote for this 
item. 
 
Thomas Lyons approached the commission to address questions from the committee. 
 
Co-chair Brannelly stated that the paper work had been submitted and she asked if 
everyone got a chance to review it. She passed it to council member Bonney for this 
review. 
 
Council member Ayala asked Mr. Lyons exactly what the reappointment to the Police 
Commission involved. Mr. Lyons said he has seen a lot of concerns in the police 
department, noting that there are vacancies to fill. He said he planned to express some  
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of their needs at a later date related to public safety. He mentioned that there is a plan 
to add twenty-five (25) officers in February. He expressed that although things 
sometimes move slowly, they are very passionate about what they do. 
 
Co-chair Brannelly commented that having known Mr. Lyons for four years, she couldn’t 
think of a better person for the reappointment. 
 
Council member Bonney commented that he fully support the reappointment. He 
expressed that Mr. Lyons was a very personable person. 
 
** COUNCIL MEMBER McCARTHY MOVED TO APPROVE 
** COUNCIL MEMBER  AYALA SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
*Let it be noted that Co-chair Lyons didn’t vote on this item 
*Consent calendar 
 
 
118-10 Grant Submission: U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 2011 

Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Grant Program. 

Ms. McGoldrick, Acting Director Central Grants stated the grant was from the 
Department of Justice. They applied for the grant for a roof structure canopy to cover 
the modular shooting house. The cover is needed to protect the officers from the 
elements and it will be used for innovative training exercises. It will also serve to protect 
the officers from lead exposure, per the Department of Environment Protection who 
mandates the regulations for discharging lead; so the purpose is to decrease lead 
exposure on the firing range. The cost is $248,305 and there is no city match 
requirement. She clarified that this is just an extension of last year’s project; i.e., they 
are adding on to the original award that they already received during 2010. 

Council member Ayala asked where the money came from. Ms. McGoldrick said it 
came from the Department of Justice and it’s dedicated for police departments for 
equipment and other authorized uses. 

Council member Bonney asked if there will be a permanent site. Ms. McGoldrick said 
no. She explained that it’s a modular structure and there may be a permanent site in the 
future if they need to. She clarified that the site hasn’t been determined yet, the request 
is just to accept the grant money. She noted that it’s a four year grant and there is time 
to determine the site. 
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Council member McCarthy relayed some general information pertaining to future 
potential sites for a permanent firing range. He clarified that the modular isn’t a 
permanent structure and it can always be moved. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER McCARTHY MOVED TO APPROVE 
** COUNCIL MEMBER AYALA SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
*Consent calendar 

 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
** COUNCIL MEMBER LYONS MOVED TO ADJOURN 
** COUNCIL MEMBER BONNEY SECONDED 
** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Diane Graham 
Telesco Secretarial Services  

 
 


