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SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY AUGUST 25 2008

6 00 P M

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 45 LYON TERRACE

BRIDGEPORT CONNECTICUT

Prayer

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Reports from ChiefAdministrative and Finance Offices



CITY OF BRIDGEPORT

CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

AUGUST 25 2008

ATTENDANCE Susan Brannelly Leticia Colon Ezequiel Santiago Robert Walsh

M Evette Brantley AmyMarie Vizzo Paniccila Howard Austin

Richard Bonney Warren Blunt Angel DePara Jr

Maria Valle Daniel Martinez Michelle Lyons

ABSENT Carlos Silva Robert Curwen Richard Paoletto Jr

Andre Baker Jr James Holloway Brian Crowe and Thomas

McCarthy
1

OTHERS Mark Anastasi City Counsel Andrew Nunn CAO Brian

Feeney CFO Edward Lavernoich Economic Developmm bp
N
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The meeting was called to order at 6 15 p m f

The recording secretary called the roll

The following City Council Members werepresent

130th District Susan Brannelly
131 st District Ezequiel Santiago Leticia Colon

132nd District Robert Walsh M Evette Brantley
133rd District Howard Austin Sr

134th District AmyMarie Vizzo Paniccia Michelle Lyons
135th District Richard Bonney Warren Blunt

136th District Angel DePara Jr

137th District Marie Valle Daniel Martinez

There were thirteen members present and seven members absent

COUNCIL MEMBER VALLE MOVED TO APPOINT PRESIDENT PRO TEM

MARTINEZ TO CONDUCT THE MEETING

COUNCIL MEMBER DEPARA SECONDED

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

PRAYER

President Pro Tern Martinez requested Council Member Brantley lead the Council in

prayer
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Pro Tern Martinez requested Council Member Bonney lead the Council in

reciting the Pledge ofAllegiance

Following the conclusion of the pledge a request was made by one of the Council
Members for a moment of silence in memory of one of Council Member Brantley s

family members who passed away recently The Council Members stood respectfully
and observed amoment ofsilence as requested

President Pro Tern Martinez said that he had received notification from the various

members who were unable to attend the meeting

REPORTS FROM CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCE OFFICERS

Mr Nunn came forward and said that Mr Feeney would be speaking about the recent

changes in the boot finder program

Mr Feeney then presented his report to the Council He explained that the document

before the Council Members represented a compromise regarding the booting program

and reviewed the hours and location where people could pay the fines regarding the

booting program

The program will be in force Monday through Friday for 24 hours a day and also on

Saturday until 3 p m Vehicle owners who owe between 150 00 md 250 00 will have

their vehicles booted at their locations If the fines are not paid within 48 hours the

vehicles will be towed Vehicle owners who have fines above 250 00 will have their

vehicles towed andor immobilized Once avehicle is towed the Police Department will

be notified All payments must be processed through the Office ofthe Tax Collector and

paid in full prior to the release of the vehicle

Mr Feeney then said that he would be happy to answer any questions that the Council

Members had

Council Member Brantley asked about the details of Operation Boot finder such as the

use outside marshals for the program Mr Feeney reviewed the details with her

Council Member Walsh said that there was a list of vehicles older than 1990 that were

listed as owing 16 million in back taxes He added that the vehicles from 1990 1995

were estimated at 15 million He then asked how the records would be cleaned up Mr

Feeney then reviewed the process and pointed out that after thc 15 year period the

vehicles are no longer assessed Council Member Walsh asked how he was supposed to

tell his constituents that this was accurate Mr Feeney pointed out that this was tied into

the registration and insurance process



Council Member Walsh asked if the process was available to pay the taxes online Mr

Feeney said that he believed Council Member Walsh could pay online Council Member

Walsh said that he had tried to do this on line and was not able to Mr Feeney explained
that he had not heard that the site wasnot working Council Member Walsh said that he

would tryagain tomorrow and would email Mr Feeney ifhewere unable to do so

Council Member Walsh then asked about the fact that the program was supposedly
twenty four hours a day He then had several questions about this and said that if they
were only doing the program from 9 am 5 p m asignificant pOItion ofthe population
would not be in the City and therefore undetected Mr Feeney said that it would be

important to have flexibility Council Member Walsh said that he wanted assurances that

one section ofthe population that was being targeted Mr Feeney replied that there was

no one section of the population being targeted and said that at the end of last year the

various vehicles that were tagged had come from all parts ofthe City

Council Member Bonney said that he was confused since the document said that the

program would operate 24 hours a day but that there was a stopping time of 3 p m Mr

Feeney said that the program would operate 24 hours aday until Saturday at 3 p m

Council Member Colon then asked for further details about this and said that she would

be happier if they would include a statement ofthe fact that no towing would be done on

Sunday Mr Feeney explained that the towing lots are not open 011 Saturday or Sunday
Boots will only be done from Monday through Thursday to allow residents to redeem

their cars

Council Member Brannelly asked what kind of instruction to redeem her car that she

would receive if she found her vehicle booted Mr Feeney revie wed the process with

her The police department will be informed about all towed vehicles

Council Member Lyons asked about the handling of out of town vehicles Mr Feeney
explained that a different company handles this process This is a separate system and

would not be tied into the Tax Assessor s office

Council Member Colon said that in the past individuals who have paid with personal
checks had been denied access to their vehicles Mr Feeney said that there was now an

ATM machine inside the Tax Collector s office She then asked how someone who

redeemed their vehicle would have the boot removed Mr Feeney reviewed this with

her

Council Member Walsh then said that the agenda stated that there would be reports from

both the CAO and CFO and that it was not limited to the boot finder program He then

pointed out that the Steel Point LDA was expiring soon and asked if the City would be

waiting until there was movement on this project before collecting the 4 5 million

President Pro Tern Martinez then requested that this question be held until all the

questions about the boot finder had been asked



Council Member Bonney had a question about a letter that had been submitted and said

that he would not be comfortable with someone coming into his yard at 2 am in the

morning to boot his car

Council Member Brantley asked if the residents would know in advance that their

personal check would not be accepted She also then asked what would happen if the

ATM ran out of money Mr Feeney said that the Tax Collector s Office had been

working on this and the payment lines were much shorter He said that the Tax
Collector s Office works very hard to let people know that personal checks are not

accepted Council Member Brantley asked if the Tax Collector s office accepted credit

cards Mr Feeney said that credit cards were accepted online but not at the office

Council Member Brantley asked if the office was working on

President Pro Tern Martinez then asked if there was any other qm stions about the boot
finder program Hearing none he then returned to Council Member Walsh s question
about the Steel Point LDA

Mr Nunn came forward and said that Mr Lavernoich would be able to answer Council
Member Walsh s questions about the 4 5 million from Steel Point being included in this

year s budget Mr Lavernoich explained that the City is in conversation with the

developer and reminded everyone that there had been some bonding concerns There

may be changes necessary for the plan

Council Member Blunt said that he believed that there was a 9 month agreement
regarding the interlocal agreement and that either side would have the right to terminate

the agreement at that time He said that the Council would be hearing from Mayor Finch

about this A significant portion oftime has been spent on this project and the developer
is willing to put his own money into the project However to do this it will require some

changes in the agreement

Council Member Bonney asked about the August 28th deadline for the interlocal

agreement Mr Lavernoich reviewed this with him Council Member Bonney said that

he had concerns since the council had not received any information about the changes for

approval Mr Lavernoich said that the Council would not be asked to approve the

agreement by the 28th but that the agreement may be terminated either party Mr

Lavernoich said that he anticipated that the information would be proceeding through the

normal channels

Council Member Lyons said that she shared Council Member Bonney s concerns and

asked if he had received anything on the interlocal agreement Mr Lavernoich said that

the contract was being written but was not ready for public release at this time Mr

Lavernoich said that there were some items that neede3d to be clarified regarding
bonding He then reviewed the details Council Member Lyons asked if the Council

Members would be receiving the information far enough in advance before the

information waspresented to Economic Development



Council Member Brantley asked if the issues with various businesses at Steel Point had
been resolved Mr Lavemoich said that once the negotiations were concluded the
Council would receive the items for approval The City owns the property but some of
the businesses are resident tenants She then asked what the City paid for the property
Mr Lavemoich said that the yacht club had been purchased for 4 7 million and that the

developer would be paying 4 5 million There were no further questions or comments
from the Council

ADJOURNMENT

COUNCIL MEMBER VALLEMOVED TO ADJOURN
COUNCIL MEMBER BONNEY SECONDED
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

The meeting adjourned at 7 09 p m

Respectfully submitted

SharonL Soltes
Telesco Secretarial Services
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