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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

CITY COUNCIL  

PUBLIC SPEAKING SESSION 

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013 

6:30 PM 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: Council members: Brannelly, Taylor-Moye, Olson, Brantley,  

T. McCarthy, Austin, Lyons, Vizzo-Paniccia, Bonney, Blunt, dePara, 
Silva, Ayala, Martinez, Paoletto, Baker, Holloway 

 
ABSENT: Council member: Banta 
 

 

Council President McCarthy called the public speaking session to order at 6:35 pm. 

 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSON HAS REQUESTED PERMISSION TO ADDRESS 
THE CITY COUNCIL ON MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013 AT 6:30 P.M., IN THE CITY 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 45 LYON TERRACE, BRIDGEPORT, CT. 

  

NAME                                                                         SUBJECT 

                     

Ethan Book                                                            Gun Violence.  
144 Coleman Street                                                
Bridgeport, CT 06604        
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS OF ETHAN BOOK 
BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

April 1, 2013 

 

Mr. Council President, Members of the City Council and public. I am Ethan Book 
temporarily residing in Bridgeport for eight years I operate a small limousine 
service business New England Limousine Service of Fairfield and for matters related to 
some long term unaddressed matters in state public works I am a candidate for the U.S. 
Senate 2010. As brief explanation the primary focus of my active candidacy is a federal 
court challenge of portions of the 2010 statewide election process.  
 
In the late1980’s as a specialized bank officer I appeared before this Council regarding 
issues of activities of the Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority CRRA including of 
the curious program by which the City of Bridgeport hosts the 300 million Greater 
Bridgeport Resource Recovery Project which is located on Howard Avenue next to Long 
Island Sound. 
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Without those issues being reasonably resolved more than two years ago, I began again 
to appear before this Council to speak about matters which appear to be curious state and 
local government reactions to my role in seeking to have resolved the unaddressed CRRA 
issues.  It seems that these unaddressed issues of major public significance repeatedly 
merge with other issues of great public importance. 
 
With the December horrific mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown 
CT, there has been a great outcry and response of concern from the general public, the 
media and local, state and federal public officials.  While reasoned responses are justified 
and necessary, there has been something missing from most of the public 
pronouncements. 
 
Shortly after the December tragedy there was news reporting of a New Haven attorney 
who was planning to sue the state for negligence in that incident.  However Attorney 
General George Jepsen made a public statement indicating that he saw no legal basis for 
such a suit against the State. On January 2

nd  
I sent Attorney General Jepsen a letter in 

which I expressed that there are, in fact, legal bases for liability against the State. 
 
For about fifty years the State of Connecticut has passively acquiesced to the US 
Supreme Court issuing decisions to attempt to take God out of our public schools (This 
process is explained more fully in the article “The Secularization of Government” which I 
wrote last year and which accompanies the hard copy of the public comments which I 
gave to you on March 18

th
). In addition in recent years the State of Connecticut has taken 

the initiative to pursue extreme liberal social policies. 
 
To this, I would add that I have received reports that Newtown CT has been a focus of the 
occult, that is, of witchcraft. Further, it is known that Newtown is the residence of the 
author of Hunger Games a story in which child sacrifice is made into entertainment. 
 
In my letter to Attorney General Jepsen (of which a copy accompanies the hard copy of 
these comments), I cite an important quote from George Mason the Father of our Bill of 
Rights: 
 

As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, so they must be in 
this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes sins by 
national calamities.  
 

Also, I cite an important portion of scripture Proverbs 29:2: 
 

When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. 
 

The members of this Council is likely aware that I am a political conservative. Please 
understand also that as a political conservative, I do not oppose reasonable adjustments 
to gun regulations. However, the predominant public discourse and official attention to gun 
regulation should not dwarf the much more important issue, which is the systematic 
removal of morality and religious values from our schools and other public functions. 
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Further, I must point out to this Council, the media and the public present this evening that 
a far bigger threat to the security of our families, our children and our homes is not the 
recent incidents of gun violence which we have experienced in our nation, but rather the 
very real threat which accompanies the burgeoning and mushrooming government debts. 
 
Think about it! 
 
May God bless the City of Bridgeport, the State of Connecticut and our great nation! 
 
Ethan Book 
 
 
1 Original Intent by David Barton 2010 Wa1lBuilders Press Aledo TX at p 339 quoting 
from 
The Papers of James Madison by James Madison 1840 Langtree OSullivan Washington 
DC Vol III p 1391 August 22 1787 
 
Enclosure1 

April 1 

 

Cecil C. Young                                             Sewage in basements and the   
99 Carroll Avenue                                          denial of his medical benefits.  
Bridgeport, CT 06607                                     

Mr. Young mentioned that Bridgeport pays the highest taxes in the country. He said he 
didn’t feel it was right that seniors should have to pay higher taxes when they don’t have 
children in school. He recalled his unjust termination to make the point that he didn’t 
voluntarily resign; as it was indicated by Jodi Paul. He said his medical benefits was a 
separate issue, but he was denied them after being unjustly terminated. He apologized for 
using the “N” word in the past; but he emphasized that he was tired of being treated like a 
n*****... Council President McCarthy interjected to ask him to refrain from using that word. 
Mr. Young questioned why his allegations haven’t been investigated.  

He briefly mentioned the problem with sewage in basements (locations not identified). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Bridgeport 
City Council Meeting 
April 1, 2013 

Page 4 of 15 

 

Natalie Pryce                                                Micro Small Businesses in Bridgeport   
Pryceless Consulting                                     and her role as a part of that community.  
1041 Howard Avenue                                     
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
www.prycelessconsulting.com, 203-644-7105 
 
Good Evening Mayor Finch and City Council Representatives, 
I am Natalie Pryce the head creative innovator of Pryceless Consulting. First and 
Foremost, I am glad to have been selected as the setup vendor for the Multi-Cultural 
Small Business Expo. I would like to thank the City of Bridgeport for the opportunity. 
 
My business model is one that believes in using marketing, and events to empower our 
local community and support our local micro-businesses. I have looked at the social well-
being of my community and I have chosen to be the change. Gumdrop Swap and I host 
an array of events; such as Eco-Kid Bash and the Bridgeport Boo Bash; these are free fun 
family events and are focused on educating, empowering and entertaining our community. 
We both understand that we are the change and as micro-business owners we have to 
think about our local community we have to support and challenge them to be the change 
they seek as well. 
 
As a local business owner and resident I am truly vested in my community and consider 
myself and the other micro-business owners to be true believers of Bridgeport, we see all 
the opportunity this city has to offer, we see the potential that resides within the city. I call 
home and work, we see it when no one else does, when the big companies call Bridgeport 
a risky investment, we take that risk, at the end of the day when many are heading home, 
we are here recreating and reinventing the park city. 
 
Many of my clients are micro-businesses and they need to be acknowledged, used as a 
resource for their knowledge, and be included in the decisions that are being made that 
affects their businesses and personal lives. 
 
I understand the cities goals, I understand that there are needs that are not being met, I 
understand and support the movement for a better education system in Bridgeport.  But I 
am here to make it clear that we as small businesses owners are knowledgeable about 
the needs of the community because we are a part of it. Though we may never rank high 
on the cities Grand list or be able to hire a large staff, we will always be the grassroots 
contributors of economic development in this community. We are the optimistic light of 
hope and belief; that when working together can be & will be the force of change. 
 
I believe small is the new big, that it is the soloprenuers/ micro business owners that will 
be the change and truly connect with the community, because we are doing that now. 
Small Business is just a part of our community which is made up of so many important 
components, but let’s remember that what we give to our communities, we give to 
ourselves and what we withhold from our communities we withhold from ourselves. I have 
decided to be the change and be a courageous leader. 
 
Thank you for time and for all the work you do to improve our communities. 

http://www.prycelessconsulting.com/
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John Marshall Lee                                      City Governance, Finances and Council  
30 Beacon Street                                          Report Card. 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
 

Comments to City Council April 1, 2013 (Pre-Budget Delivery) 
 
Council President McCarthy, Council members, neighbors and friends in the 
Chamber and those viewing this session at a later date, thank you for your 
presence and attention to my comments. 
 
Would everyone reflect for a moment on the members of our City Council? 
Twenty adult persons who have run for office in the largest City in the State, 
who are attempting to carry both the representation responsibilities and the 
legislative and oversight duties for our City. It is a difficult job, especially since it 
is a part time job and you have no staff to assist you. The issues you face are 
complicated. Often you are faced with concerns that demand immediate 
decisions. In the absence of your own staff, you have to rely instead on City 
officials who are not independent of the Administration you are supposed to 
monitor and oversee as a fundamental part of systematic checks and balance. 
That’s a big problem because as Council members you have been elected to 
represent the taxpayers and be independent of the Mayor and his or her 
Administration. 
 
The Budget for 2013-2014 will be presented to you this evening right before the 
Charter deadline. You must review it in Special Hearings over 4-5weeks along 
with at least one public meeting. This timeline is not appropriate or fair to you. 
 
Is the Administration treating you with respect and understanding? Is it 
providing you with enough information and adequate time to perform this 
annual duty? Or do you feel an intense pressure from the short time frame the 
absence of staff support, and the lack of adequate information? 
 
Mayor Finch is Chief Executive Officer of the City. He has all of the information 
available at a snap of his fingers and the greatest authority to make it available in 
any way and timing he chooses. When he ran for election he promised that he 
would “hold the line on taxes”. Last year he broke that promise and you were  
complicit in accepting a tax increase. Yes, you reduced it lower than the Mayor 
asked, but your approval included at least $4 Million of “ghost expenses” (vacant 
positions that were funded last May by your vote), as well as a significant pay 
raise for the Mayor and a number of City managers. In September, 2012 the 
Administration removed $3.6 Million of those ghost positions with no comment 
to the public or the press. What happened to that money? Where is it being 
spent? Are you receiving information in a variance narrative monthly? 
 
It should be clear that there should be NO TAX INCREASE this year for already 
highly taxed City taxpayers. Rather you should insist upon some budget 
discipline. This starts with you. I respectfully suggest that you DEMAND from 
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this administration, if it is not originally provided later this evening an 
ALTERNATIVE BUDGET; with reasonable assumptions as to Federal and State 
revenues; that holds the line on all operating expenses, so total spending remains 
level; that identifies the cuts that have to be made so that you understand CEO 
priorities and then can see how they stack up next to your own priorities as 
representatives; and finally that does not borrow to cover operating costs; and 
DOES NOT RAISE TAXES. Ask for it, insist on it, if you must, but get it and 
review it. Then you will be prepared to discuss it with the public in the public 
hearing you will schedule. 
 
If one or more of the budgets presented does not meet the above criteria, several 
things will be obvious: 
 

 The Mayor will be breaking his campaign promise once again. 

 Raising taxes will further reduce property values as well as attractiveness 
of our City as a place to live and to do business. 

 The operation of the City Council for fiscal oversight will again be called 
into serious question as will the role of each person sitting on the Council. 

 
Last year I heard a statement from one of the Council members that suggesting 
NO TAX INCREASE to the Mayor could not be done because: “The Mayor won't 
like it.” Did you hear that? The Mayor won’t like it.”  What about my neighbor, 
an 80 year old widow who is being taxed out of her home because the Mayor 
ignores important Charter duties and does not adequately control City 
spending? There are lots of people who vote who do not like the current tax 
levels much less higher ones. 
 
Please handle your responsibilities with the strength of a functioning legislature 
that has a critically important oversight responsibility and check and balance 
role. Whether you enjoy doing it or not, that is an important part of your job as a 
Council member. In fairness to all of you and the taxpayers, you need to make 
the Administration do the number crunching and prioritizing first. That is where 
your review should begin. And NO TAX INCREASE is where the budget 
discussion should begin and end. Time will tell. 
 
John Marshall Lee   203-259-9642 
30 Beacon Street 
Bridgeport CT 06605 
 
(I will send you a copy of my comments by email as I have each time I have spoken. 
I will include my observations on Municipal Brokenness in terms of governance, 
fiscal and otherwise and am open for discussion questions and rebuttal. Please 
advise me where my comments are off base factually or in error logically. We can 
still differ on opinions and respect each other. Peace) 
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The following persons signed up prior to the public speaking session: 
 

David Walker      Tax Increases 
  
Mr. Walker mentioned the city charter. He spoke about the necessity for a single budget 
option, proposed spending levels and state and federal aid that he said would cause tax 
increases that will be totally inappropriate. He stated that Bridgeport is already a highly 
taxed city and any increase would have an effect on Bridgeport in many ways, which could 
result in an undesirable place to live. He suggested that the city council ask the Mayor 
about a single budget proposal with regard to state and federal aid and to restrain 
spending. He was adamant that property taxes shouldn’t be raised. 
 
 

Mark DelMonico      Tax Increases 
 
Mr. DelMonico stated that he was the founder and CEO of Come Back America located at 
211 State St.  He stated he was there to speak about the upcoming budget process. He 
stated that he and others had been opposed to pay raises for city employees during the 
last fiscal year. He expressed his issue with the city council that has voted for pay raises 
for friends and relatives that work for the city. He relayed that in his opinion, 99% of 
Bridgeport residents are opposed to the pay raises. He mentioned that his taxes have 
drastically increased over the last couple of years, in addition to trying to maintain college 
expenses for his children. He asked the council to consider the hardship on residents 
when they vote on the budget. 

 

 

 

The public speaking session closed at 7:05 pm. 
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CITY OF BRIDGEPORT 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013 

7:00 PM 

City Council Chambers, City Hall - 45 Lyon Terrace 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

 
ATTENDANCE: Council members: Brannelly, Taylor-Moye, Olson, Brantley,  

T. McCarthy, Austin, Lyons, Vizzo-Paniccia, Bonney, Blunt, dePara, 
Silva, Ayala, Martinez, Paoletto, Baker, Holloway 

 
ABSENT: Council member: Banta 
 
 
Mayor Finch called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. 
 
 
Prayer - Council member Blunt recited an original poem about 
                                                      gun violence.  

Pledge of Allegiance - Council member Brannelly led the pledge of allegiance. 

  

Roll Call - the city clerk took the roll call and announced there was a quorum. 

  

 

Presentation to Robert P. Curwen, Sr. for his dedication and service. 

 
Council President McCarthy expressed that he was pleased to honor someone that has 
served close to eighteen years on the city council and for the City of Bridgeport. He  
relayed that Bob Curwen was reluctant about the resignation; however, he loves his  
family and he had to do what’s best for them. He further expressed that Bob Curwen has 
become a friend of his that he looked to for knowledge and guidance. He dedicated many  
hours to the budget process during past years to try to ensure what was best for the  
taxpayers. He emphasized his gratitude to Mr. Curwen for the eighteen years as a  
volunteer that he helped make the city a better place. 
 
Mayor Finch expressed that we all take our families for granted sometimes and some of  
us are lucky enough to be selected by our family. He mentioned how Bob Curwen and his 
wife adopted a little girl that became their daughter and raised a great family.  
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He said more importantly than serving on the city council, is the love that he gives his 
family; just as he has been dedicated to the city through the years. 
 
Council member Paoletto expressed that he has known Bob Curwen for thirteen years. He  
Said that not only is his love for his family tremendous; his love for this city has been 
above and beyond. And he has always strived to do the best he could for the city and he 
wished him well. He mentioned that Bob Curwen will be missed in the city, state and on a 
national level and it will be a great loss for him and the city. 
 
A lovely plaque was presented to Bob Curwen. 
 
Mr. Curwen thanked everyone for the honor and he expressed that it was very much 
appreciated. He expressed that his family is number one. He commented that whether or 
not you serve on the city council or was someone sitting in the audience, making sacrifices 
for your family and cherishing them was most important in life. He offered a special thank 
you to Council member Holloway for all the years they’ve served on the council together. 
And he also thanked all the other council members for their friendship and support through 
the years. He urged them all to continue doing their best for the City of Bridgeport. 
 
A group picture was taken with the Mayor and the entire city council! 
 
 

Mayor Finch reconvened the regular meeting at 7:30 pm. 

 

 

Approval of City Council Minutes: March 4, 2013 

**  COUNCIL MEMBER HOLLOWAY MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES 

** COUNCIL MEMBER AUSTIN SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF PLACING A NOMINATION FOR THE 138
TH

 

DISTRICT CITY COUNCIL SEAT 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY MOVED TO NOMINATE STEVEN 

STAFSTROM AS A COUNCIL MEMBER FOR THE 130
TH

 DISTRICT 
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Council member Brannelly stated that Mr. Stafstrom was bright and has been practicing 
law for five years. She stated that he resides in the city with his family. 

**  COUNCIL PRESIDENT McCARTHY SECONDED 

 
Council member Baker asked the number of votes there were from the Democratic Town 
Committee in favor of the nomination and if it was unanimous. Council member Brannelly 
stated that she wasn’t sure of the number of votes; however, they voted for him.  
 
A representative from the Democratic Town Committee stated that all nine(9) members of 
the District Town Committee were polled and they unanimously supported the nomination, 
except for one(1) person that made the vote short of unanimous. 
 
Council member Baker asked if Mr. Stafstrom’s duties included bond council work. Council 
member Brannelly responded that he went through the review process – she read what 
Mr. Stafstrom’s primary responsibilities included. 
 
Council member Baker stated that he posed the question to ensure that there was no 
conflict of interest. 
 
A roll call vote was taken. 
 

** MOTION PASSED WITH SIXTEEN VOTES IN FAVOR AND ONE VOTE IN 

OPPOSITION (COUNCIL MEMBR BAKER) 

*Council member Banta was absent from the vote 
 
Mayor Finch congratulated new Council member Stafstrom to represent the 130

th
 District.  

Newly appointed Council member Stafstrom came forward to be sworn in. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEES: 

  

   53-12         Communication from City Attorney re: Twenty Day Notice to Settle Pending 
Litigation Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 2.10.130: Ramon Busanet, 

ACCEPTED AND MADE PART OF THE RECORD. 

  

   54-12         Communication from Central Grants and Community Development re: Grant 
Submission: The Robin Hood Foundation for Robin Hood Relief Funds, 
referred to Economic and Community Development and Environment 
Committee.  

  

   55-12         Communication from Central Grants and Community Development re: Grant 
Submission: United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) and The Scotts 
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Miracle – Gro Company for GRO1000 Gardens and Green Spaces Grant, 
referred to Economic and Community Development and Environment 
Committee.  

  

56-12            Communication from OPED re: Proposed Resolution regarding the Removal 
of a Utility Easement along the Former Riparian Street, referred to Public 
Safety and Transportation Committee.  

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO MOVED TO REFER COMMUNICATIONS 

TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEES 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT McCARTHY SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Council member Stafstrom stated that since he hasn’t had the opportunity to review the 
agenda items documents, he would abstain from all votes tonight. 

Council President McCarthy stated that there was still a vacancy for the 138
th

 District and 
he hoped the nomination would be done at the next scheduled city council meeting. He 
noted that the city council committee changes were distributed. 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT MOVED TO APPROVE THE CITY COUNCIL 

COMMITTEE CHANGES – APRIL 1, 2013: 

1. Denese Taylor-Moye appointed to the Budget and Appropriations Committee. 

2. Denese Taylor-Moye removed from the Public Safety and Transportation 
Committee. 

3. Steven J. Stafstrom, Jr. appointed to Ordinance Committee, Public Safety & 
Transportation Committee and Economic and Community Development and 
Environment Committee. 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED 

Council member Baker stated that he would oppose the committee changes due to an 
issue he had with Council President McCarthy appointing committee members to the 
vacancies. 

** MOTION PASSED WITH SIXTEEN VOTES IN FAVOR AND ONE VOTE IN 

OPPOSITION (COUNCIL MEMBER BAKER)  
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 MATTERS TO BE ACTED UPON (CONSENT CALENDAR): 

Mayor Finch asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent calendar. 

There were none heard. 

The city clerk read the consent calendar items into the record. 

  

 *39-12         Ordinance Committee Report re: Amendments to the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances, amend Chapter 15.44 Flood Damage Prevention. 

 

 *48-12          Ordinance Committee Report re: Amendments to the Municipal Code of  
Ordinances, Chapter 3.20 Tax Incentive Development Program, amend 
Section 3.20.030 Eligibility Criteria and Section 3.20.060 Miscellaneous 
Provisions. 

 

*146-11         Economic and Community Development and Environment Committee   
Report re: Disposition of City-Owned Properties by Auction, Sale to Abutter 
or by RFP. 

  

 *30-12          Economic and Community Development and Environment Committee    
Report re: Disposition of City-Owned Property Located at 956 Main Street – 
City Savings Bank Building. 

  

  *51-12       Miscellaneous Matters Committee Report re: Workman’s Compensation 
Stipulation with James DePietro for the total sum of $265,000. 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT McCARTHY MOVED TO APPROVE 

** COUNCIL MEMBR PAOLETTO SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MATTERS TO BE ACTED UPON: 

  

42-12           Miscellaneous Matters Committee Report re: State Reimbursement of Low 
and Moderate Income Housing Tax for the Grand List of 2012. 

 **   COUNCIL MEMBER AUSTIN MOVED TO APPROVE 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANTLEY SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Addendum to Agenda  

ADDED: 

COMMUNICATION TO BE REFERRED TO COMMITTEE: 

57-12 Communication from Mayor re: Proposed General Fund Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2013-2014 to be filed per City Charter (Chapter 9, Section 5c) by the 
close of business on April 2, 2013, referred to Budget and Appropriations 
Committee 

** COUNCIL PRESIDENT McCARTHY MOVED TO APPROVE 

** COUNCIL MEMBER AUSTIN SECONDED 

It was noted that the committee members and the city council would receive the 
document on Tuesday, April 2, 2013. 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

New business: 

** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA MOVED TO SUSPEND THE RULES FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF ADDING AN ITEM TO THE AGENDA FOR REFERRAL 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED 

Council member Holloway stated that there were too many items being brought up off the 
floor. He said it should be done through the proper process, which is through the city 
clerk’s office. He questioned why the item was just being submitted tonight. City Attorney 
Anastasi stated that the committee is scheduled to meet for a special committee meeting 
prior to the next city council meeting to address the item. Council member Holloway 
stated that if the item had been submitted soon enough, there would have been time for it 
to go before the city clerk’s office. 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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** COUNCIL MEMBER VIZZO-PANICCIA MOVED TO REFER RE: PROPOSED 

WORKMAN’S COMPENSATION STIPULATIN WITH MR. ROBERTO DIAZ TO 

THE MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS COMMITTEE (ITEM #58-12) 

** COUNCIL MEMBER BRANNELLY SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

Announcements:  

Council President McCarthy made the following announcements: 

 Welcomed Council member Vizzo-Pannicca back. 

 Pat McCoy passed away. 

 Joel Kent formerly worked for the Economic Development Office and he passed 
away last week. 

Mayor Finch expressed that both persons would be missed. 

Other business: 

Mayor Finch gave a brief overview of the budget. He stated that the budget was prudent 
and sustainable and it has been discussed with the co-chairs of the Budget & 
Appropriations Committee.  

He highlighted that the proposed tax increase would depend on three factors: 

o The city’s budget was based on the Governor’s budget. 

o Out of 1,313 positions, they are only increasing city positions by four (4). 

o Cuts are being made in police overtime. 

He went on to review the $11 million cuts from the state. He stated that it was important 
not to jeopardize public safety. He noted that there has been a 1.6% increase from state 
cuts and another 1.6% from three other areas. He noted there have been significant costs 
in health care and because employees will incur a 25% contribution, the city will see a 
savings.   

He said they will be asking for $1.6 million in union concessions that will be consumed in 
the budget. Overall, he felt the budget was prudent. 

 

Council President McCarthy stated that Mayor Finch was only presenting one budget to 
the city council; based on the governor’s budget. 

Mayor Finch read some statistics related to the average tax amounts that Bridgeport 
homeowners pay for: motor vehicle and personal property and equipment. 
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Council member Brantley commented on behalf of homeowners and herself, she asked 
that the Mayor be as prudent as possible when it comes to tax increases. She relayed that 
the residents are being hit with numerous taxes and it becomes a burden, even though 
initially it may seem miniscule. She made another request that they be prudent and not 
transfer any additional tax to the residents. 

Mayor Finch stated that as always, they will try to be as prudent as possible and they will 
do everything they can not to strain the residents finances further. He said he understood 
that it’s difficult times and he hoped that the legislature will help restore some funds. He 
emphasized that we need relief from the legislators and he urged everyone to reinforce 
that need. 

Council President McCarthy stated that the Assistant City Clerk Frances will let them know 
when the budget books were available. He noted they will have to sign off in the city 
clerk’s office to receive their book. 

Mayor Finch made one last comment to clarify that Bridgeport doesn’t have the highest 
taxes in the stated. He read the names of other municipalities that have higher taxes. He 
stressed that the falsehood regarding that should stop. 

 Council member Brannelly relayed that numerous budget meetings were coming 
up, noting the importance o f attendance during the next five to six weeks. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

** COUNCIL MEMBER McCARTHY MOVED TO ADJOURN 

** COUNCIL MEMBER PAOLETTO SECONDED 

** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Diane Graham 
Telesco Secretarial Services  
 
 


