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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
November 10, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.  

City Hall, 45 Lyon Terrace, Bridgeport, CT  06604 
Wheeler Rooms A and B  

 
Commissioner Eleanor Guedes called the regular meeting of the Civil Service 
Commission to order at 2:07 p.m.  Present were Commissioners Rodgers Emanuel and 
Falberg (2:08 p.m.); Personnel Director David Dunn, Clerk to the Commission Deborah 
Brelsford; Attorney John Mitola; Dennis Buckley, Zoning Official; Mr. Whitbread, Fire 
Union President; Deputy Fire Chief Robert Petrucelli; Lt. Fran McNellis, Bridgeport Fire 
Department; Robert Deida; Ms. Lisa Mastronunzio; Mr. Gil Velez, Bridgeport City 
Custodian; Police Lt. Rebeca Garcia, Bridgeport Police I.A. Commander (2:51 p.m.).  
 
1.   Meeting Minutes - APPROVED 
The minutes from the regular monthly Civil Service Commission meeting on October 13, 
2015 were submitted for review. 
 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS MOVED THE OCTOBER 13, 2015 MINUTES. 
** COMMISSIONER EMANUEL SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 13, 2015 MINUTES AS 
SUBMITTED PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Commissioner Falberg joined the meeting at 2:08 p.m. 
 
2.    Vacancy Report – NOTED FOR THE RECORD 
 
Mr. Dunn stated that there were no vacancies to be reported at this time. 
 
3.      Merit Increases – CERTIFIED FOR PAYROLL 
 
The Commission certified the following merit increases: 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES  
Tevin Newton           Maintainer I, Grade I  $30,463.00 (2) to $31,981.00 (3)  
                                                                                      Effective December 1, 2015 
 
4. Permanent Appointments – CERTIFIED FOR PAYROLL 
 
The Commission certified the following permanent Appointment: 
 
LAST NAME FIRST NAME     TITLE                DEPARTMENT      EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
Heltzel Kenneth Property Appraiser I       Tax Assessor    10/27/2015 
Vereen Willie  Maintainer I, Grade I       Library    10/13/2015 
Raucci Italio  Maintainer I, Grade I       Parks & Recreation   10/01/2015 
Rivera Samuel         Maintainer I, Grade I       Parks & Recreation   08/23/2015 
Grace           Salandra     Vital Records Cust Svc Clk  Vital Statistics    10/13/2015 
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Cubero Eric   Kennel Person        Police     09/04/2015 
Perilo           Louis     Asst. Animal Control Officer        Police    09/04/2015    
Memoli Frank     HC Enforcement Officer  Housing Code   10/29/2015 
 
5.  Fire Grievance – TABLED TO DECEMBER 8, 2015  
The Commission received a request from Fire Union Local 834 to hear Grievance 2015-5 
failure to promote Sanzo and Marrero (FI). 
 
Mr. Whitbread came forward to request that this item be tabled because he had just been 
informed that a payment had been issued earlier in the day.  Once this is verified, Mr. 
Whitbread said he would contact Mr. Dunn and request this item be removed from the 
agenda. 
 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG MOVED TO TABLE THE REQUEST FROM 
FIRE UNION LOCAL 834 TO HEAR GRIEVANCE 2015-5 FAILURE TO 
PROMOTE SANZO AND MARRERO (FI). 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
6.  Request from Dennis Buckley - TABLED TO DECEMBER 8, 2015 
The Commission received a request from Mr. Dennis Buckley, Zoning Administrator, 
regarding the reallocation of Ms. Gloria Blackwell’s position of Data Analyst to 
Administrative Specialist. 
 
Mr. Buckley came forward and introduced himself. He said that this was the second time 
that he was asking for a reclassification for an employee.  He reviewed the history of the 
position and explained that earlier there had been a lack of funding that delayed the 
employee's promotion.  The new position is a NAGE position and the current employee is 
already performing the duties for that position.   
 
Mr. Dunn said that he had discussed this with Mr. Buckley before and was in full support 
of this request.  He added that the Building Department has also gone through a similar 
reorganization some time ago.  A discussion followed about the salary range for the 
position. A concern was expressed about whether there might be a union member who 
might want to bump into the position. Mr. Dunn pointed out that the position was 
department specific.  There were several questions regarding the salary steps and other 
financial details. Mr. Dunn said that he would review that information and present it to 
the Commissioners.  
 
** COMMISSIONER EMANUEL MOVED TO TABLE THE REQUEST FROM 
MR. DENNIS BUCKLEY, ZONING ADMINISTRATOR, REGARDING THE 
REALLOCATION OF MS. GLORIA BLACKWELL’S POSITION OF DATA 
ANALYST TO ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST. 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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7. Police Officer Medical Standards – AMENDED  
The Commission is asked by Personnel Director David Dunn to address Police Officer 
candidate medical matter of hearing aid.  The use of a hearing aid shall not be an 
automatic disqualifier or cause a failure of the medical examination. 
 
Mr. Dunn reviewed the details of the appeal for a test candidate.  Mr. Dunn said that he 
would recommend that there be a removal of the current hearing standard and have it 
replaced by a standard  that would require a doctor's review of the hearing tests.  
Previously, no hearing aid was allowed.  Discussion followed.  
 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG MOVED TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO 
AMEND THE LANGUAGE OF THE CURRENT POLICE OFFICER MEDICAL 
STANDARD REGARDING THE USE OF A HEARING AID AS AN 
AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFIER OR CAUSE A FAILURE OF THE MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION AND REPLACE IT WITH A STANDARD  THAT WOULD 
REQUIRE A DOCTOR'S REVIEW OF THE HEARING TESTS. 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
8. Robert Deida Appeal – Police Officer #2330  
The Commission received an appeal from Mr. Robert Deida regarding his 
disqualification fro Police Officer examination #2330 for failing a portion of his medical 
examination. 
 
Due to the fact that one of the parties had not yet arrived, the Commission moved to the 
following item on the agenda.  
 
9. Cristal Ribeiro Appeal – Police Officer #2330 – TABLED TO DEC. 8, 2015  
The Commission received an appeal from Ms. Ribeiro regarding her disqualification 
from Police Officer examination #2330 for failing a portion of her medical examination.  
 
Mr. Dunn reported that Ms. Ribeiro contacted the office to  request the appeal be tabled 
at this time. 
 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS MOVED TO TABLE THE REQUEST FOR AN 
APPEAL BY MS. RIBEIRO REGARDING HER DISQUALIFICATION FROM 
POLICE OFFICER EXAMINATION #2330 FOR FAILING A PORTION OF HER 
MEDICAL EXAMINATION. 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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10. LT. Fran McNellis Appeal – Fire Captain #2334 – DENIED  
The Commission received an appeal from Lt. Fran McNellis regarding the Fire Captain 
exam #2334.  
 
Commissioner Emanuel recused himself from this item. 
 
Ms. Lisa Mastronunzio, the testing facilitator, was present.  She stated that Lt. McNellis 
does not agree with the assessment by the tester.  Lt. McNellis said that he received a 
letter that simply told him he was denied.  Secondly, the examiner stated that he did not 
get any credit because he did not state the command procedure clearly.  
 
Commissioner Guedes said that her experience was that in this type of appeal, the 
information is sent back to the examination professional.   Lt. McNellis said that he had 
followed the procedure.   
 
Lt. McNellis said that there was a problem because he had been told no electronic devices 
were allowed in the testing area.  Other candidates were able to use flash drives to copy 
and paste their answers into the test.  A discussion followed about what kind of electronic 
devices would be allowed.  Ms. Mastronunzio said that no electronic communication 
devices were allowed and flash drives is just a storage device.  A proctor supervised each 
candidate who used a flash drive to insure nothing else was on the drive. Discussion 
followed. Ms. Mastronunzio said that this was covered in orientation.  Mr. Dunn said that 
the department did not see any violation of the rules in the use of the flash drive.  
 
Commissioner Falberg asked how many people took the test.  She was told 23. 
Commissioner Falberg asked if there was any benefit that the candidate gained by the 
using the flash test. She was told that the test was graded on the content.   
 
Ms. Mastronunzio said that she had reviewed the details of the grading and had discussed 
them with the professional evaluator.  Commissioner Guedes said that the Commission 
does not get involved with changing the test results.  
 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG MOVED TO DENY THE APPEAL BY LT. 
FRAN MCNELLIS REGARDING THE FIRE CAPTAIN EXAM #2334. 
** COMMISSIONER RODGER SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
11. Fire Inspector Giovanni Sanzo Appeal – Fire Captain #2334 – TABLED TO 
DECEMBER 8, 2015  
The Commission received an appeal from FI Giovanni Sanzo regarding the Fire Captain 
exam #2334.  
 
Mr. Dunn reported that FI Sanzo contacted the office to  request the appeal be tabled at 
this time. 
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** COMMISSIONER RODGERS MOVED TO TABLE THE APPEAL FROM FI 
GIOVANNI SANZO REGARDING THE FIRE CAPTAIN EXAM #2334. 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Police Lt. Garcia joined the meeting at 2:51 p.m. 
 
8. Robert Deida Appeal – Police Officer #2330. (CONT’D) - DENIED  
The Commission received an appeal from Mr. Robert Deida regarding his 
disqualification fro Police Officer examination #2330 for failing a portion of his medical 
examination. 
 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS MOVED TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION TO DISCUSS THE APPEAL FROM MR. ROBERT DEIDA 
REGARDING HIS DISQUALIFICATION FROM POLICE OFFICER 
EXAMINATION #2330 FOR FAILING A PORTION OF HIS MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION. 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The Commissioners, Mr. Dunn, Ms. Brelsford, Atty. Mitola, Lt. Garcia, Mr. Deida, and 
Mrs. Debra Deida (mother of appellant) entered into Executive Session at 2:52 p.m.  
They returned to public session at 3:07  p.m. No action was taken during Executive 
Session. 
 
** COMMISSIONER FALBERG MOVED TO DENY THE APPEAL FROM MR. 
ROBERT DEIDA REGARDING HIS DISQUALIFICATION FRO POLICE 
OFFICER EXAMINATION #2330 FOR FAILING A PORTION OF HIS 
MEDICAL EXAMINATION. 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS SECONDED.  
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
12.   Legal Report – Attorney Mitola  
 
Atty. Mitola said that he did not have an additional report for the Commission. 
 
13. Personnel Director’s Report 
 
Mr. Dunn presented his report to the Commission. Regarding the medical hearing test, 
Mr. Dunn explained that the current language states "uncorrected hearing" but it will be 
replaced by a standard  that would require a doctor's review of the hearing tests. 
However, the candidate involved in this issue has taken a job elsewhere.  
 
The Police Captain's exam has been posted in accordance with the 30 day rule. 
 
The Fire Captain promotion has taken place.   
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The Custodian IV Exam has been posted.  One of the requirements is that the candidates 
have to be a Custodian I for three years. Mr. Velez asked how many vacancies there 
were.  Mr. Dunn said that he would look into this.  Discussion followed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT. 
 
** COMMISSIONER RODGERS MOVED TO ADJOURN. 
** COMMISSIONER EMANUEL SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The November 10, 2015 regularly monthly Civil Service meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
S. L. Soltes 
Telesco Secretarial Services 
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